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 Editorial  

Spring is here and for this edition of the Charvil News we wanted 

to focus on enjoying Charvil village and surrounding countryside.  

We have included a footpath map inside the front cover and 

articles on the Country Park, walking and wildlife in and around 

Charvil.  For our younger residents we have pictured the 

refurbished playground at St Patricks on the cover and more on 

page 20.  Together with our regular features this really is a bumper 

edition! 

You can see back copies of the Charvil News on our website—

www.charvil.com as well as lots more information from the Parish 

Council. 

The next edition is due out early September, and as usual we 

welcome contributions to me via e mail on lizblackas@tiscali.co.uk. 

Payment for advertisements needs to go to Shirley at 7 Park Lane, 

Charvil, RG10 9TR.   

Contributions can be made from now until 14th August. 

 

Please note that the opinions expressed in this publication are not necessarily those of 

the Parish Council and no article should be reproduced without the authority of the 

author or the editor.  

It should also be noted that the advertisements in the Charvil News are provided for 

your convenience.  The Parish Council does not control and is not responsible for the 

goods or services advertised.  The Parish Council does not endorse or make any 

representations about them or any results that may be obtained from them.  If you 

do use any of the goods or services arising from the advertisements you do so 

entirely at your own risk.  

Editors  

Liz Black and  

Shirley Newman  

The front cover shows Eleanor Ray of  Charvil having fun on the 

team swing. 
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Chairmanôs Foreword Spring 2009 

Welcome to our first Charvil newsletter of 2009. 

I hope you all had a happy and healthy Christmas and that you are 

coping with challenges of our current economic climate. 

Having had a ―proper‖ winter this year, starting with the snow at 

the end of October, we really seem to have had some decent cold 

weather and of course the major snows in February. However 

Spring now seems to be around the corner with cherry blossom on 

the trees and crocus carpets around. And the daffodils along the A4 

central reservation seem better this year than ever (apart from 

those BT decided they simply had to dig up while in full flower!). 

Last time I wrote about the Sandford Farm Developments.  Since 

then we have had the hearings for both applications- one for a 

cleanup and clearance of the landfill and then about 450 houses. 

This was rejected by the Borough Council and we are waiting to 

see if the developers appeal.  The second application contained the 

detailed plans for an approved outline application for the same site 

involving a training centre and other facilities.  This was eventually 

deferred due to the poor quality of the plans submitted. 

While we were pleased at these outcomes, it must be accepted that 

this site is designated for some form of housing development. 

Charvil Parish Council feels concerned that as the site is on the 

boundary of our Parish we should continue to keep a high level of 

awareness and involvement as the planning process continues.  

Our particular concern is that of the flooding impact this 

development may have on areas downstream of the site such as 

Charvil and Hurst. 

I mentioned the snow earlier. We were all impacted at some level 

or another, especially those of us with children at local schools.  I 

know some were frustrated by limited road clearances and school 

closures but personally am of the opinion that having the 

necessary infrastructure to cope with these unusually extreme 

events is simply financially impractical.  Shortly after the snow 
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here, we went to Switzerland. Europe has also had one of its most 

severe winters for 20 years (making for excellent skiing 

conditions!) However there one could see what is required to keep 

systems running under those conditions and I think it unlikely we 

need to invest in the snowblowers and road clearance teams they 

have set up there. It was incredible to watch as, after 24 hours and 

over a metre of snowfall, they filled enormous trucks full of snow 

and took it away from the resort roads. Eventually I discovered 

they took the trucks to a bridge over a ravine where they could 

simply tip the snow over into the river far below- incredible! 

Other local news includes the arrival of our new local Vicar. Charvil 

is part of the ecclesiastical Parish of Sonning and as such we were 

sad to say good-bye to Chris Clarke when he retired last May. 

However after an extremely brief interregnum, Reverend Jamie 

Taylor was installed as our new Vicar last autumn. As Chairman of 

the Parish Council I was honoured to be able to welcome Jamie and 

his family on behalf of the village of Charvil during his Induction 

Service. I can report the Taylors are now well settled into the 

Vicarage in Sonning and enjoying living and working in Berkshire.  

Jamie has a particular interest in youth work and if you have any 

ideas as to how the church could be involved in local youth projects 

and activities he would be delighted to hear from you. 

In the last edition I wrote about the improvements to St Patrick‘s 

play area. These should hopefully be completed by the time you 

are reading this which is more than I can say for the proposed 

Multi-Use-Games-Area planned at East Park Farm. We continue to 

have funds earmarked for this project and while we are 

endeavouring to try and persuade Wokingham Borough Council to 

meet the commitments they made to us, we are also looking at 

other funding streams. 

Finally, I usually have some form of ―community whinge‖ to write 

at this point, and this is one I know I have written before. 

BONFIRES.  Please be considerate to your neighbours when you 

think about lighting a bonfire in your garden.  For those of us who 
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try and be environmentally friendly and hang our washing out to 

dry in the garden, it is extremely frustrating to have our efforts 

ruined by inconsiderate bonfires.  Please think about what time you 

light yours, and try not to do so until after 6pm in the evening.  

Naming no names, I understand this is a particular issue along the 

Old Bath Road, you know who you are!  And don‘t forget the green 

waste bag system collects up to 3 bags fortnightly. 

Finally, a reminder about our village website: www.charvil.com.  

There is a local forum facility, local news and events can be posted 

on there via the webmaster, and we use it to publish various Parish 

Council documents such as this newsletter and meeting minutes. 

I live in hope that having had a ―proper‖ winter we may also have 

a ―proper‖ summer this year and look forward to writing to you all 

again then. 

Alice Wilkinson  

Chairman  

Charvil Parish Council  

Edited Extracts from the Minutes of  Parish Council Meetings 

 

Meeting held on 25th  November 2008 

Charities Trustee –Councillor Wilkinson was unanimously 

appointed as the trustee to Sonning Educational and Welfare 

Trusts,  and the Poor‘s Land Charity. 

Replacement bench at St. Patrickôs –The replacement seat and 

bench has been ordered. 

Country Park Management and Fishing Rights – The hand-

over of the land has been confirmed. Wokingham Borough Council 

in process of arranging a meeting. 

Landfill in The Hawthorns  - A reply has been received from 

Wokingham Borough Council which indicates that the land owner is 

responsible for verifying the presence of landfill.  The Clerk was 

therefore asked to respond pointing out that Wokingham Borough 

Council as the land owners should carry out whatever work is 

necessary to resolve the doubts about the presence of any landfill.  
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Residents who have lived next to the area in question continuously 

from as far back as 1955 are certain that no landfill took place.  

Mains Drainage –It has been established that the houses at the 

Southern end of Milestone Avenue are on mains drainage. The 

other residents have been made aware of the possible opportunity. 

Meeting held on 16th December  2008 

Discussion with Nick Christo of WBC    The Chairman of Council 

Alice Wilkinson welcomed Nick Christo and explained that a list of 

items for discussion had been provided by the council in order that 

he could be forewarned of the issues causing concern to the Parish 

Council. 

Nick Christo introduced himself to Council by explaining his position 

within the Borough Council and his areas of responsibility.  His role 

as one of four area managers was to ensure that good service was 

delivered to the Northern Parishes of Wokingham Borough. He 

apologised for past failures in communication from Wokingham 

District Council and expressed an intention to make certain that 

these failures were not repeated. 

POINTS RAISED BY THE PARISH COUNCIL :- 

1. MUGA Project at East Park Farm Sports Facility 

Councillor Ray explained the history of the ‗games area‘ project.  

How the then Chief Executive of Wokingham Borough Council Doug 

Patterson had formally agreed at a meeting with this Council and 

confirmed at a later meeting with the Parish Council Chair that the 

financial aspects were resolved and that the 50/50 funding was in 

place.  Planning permission was then obtained and contract action 

started.  After some months the Chief Executive left Wokingham 

Borough Council and we were then told by a junior member of staff 

at Wokingham Borough Council that the Borough Council support 

for the project had been withdrawn. As one Councillor put it 

Wokingham Borough Council had reneged on a firm agreement. 

Nick Christo said that he had done some research but in the light 

of this information he would prefer to look further into the issues 

raised before commenting further at this time. He asked Councillor 

Ray if he could have copies of the relative documents to help his 

research. 

2. Charging for use of Hawthorns Park for the Village Fete. 

The Chair explained the history of the park, which was a parcel of 
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land handed over for the use of residents as a planning gain for 

permission to develop the Hawthorns Estate. The use in question is 

a once a year free village fete for which the Parish Council provides 

the use of the Village Hall and grounds free of charge. Nick Christo 

said that as a result of the comments, which we had made, the 

question of charging for the use of open spaces was already being 

reviewed. He promised to let the Parish Council have the results of 

the review as soon as it was available.  It was explained that the 

Parish Council had not been made aware of this, and this lack of 

response to letters was a major concern. 

3. Anti Traveller Protection at East Park Farm. 

The Chair of Council explained that the Traveller break in at the 

East Park Farm Sports facility is an annual occurrence.   Each of 

the most recent break-ins have resulted from the travellers having 

been able to saw through wooden stakes which were intended to 

prevent vehicular access onto the sports recreation area.  The first 

sawn-through stakes were replaced with concrete bollards. We 

asked for all the wooden stakes to be replaced with concrete 

bollards because it was obvious that they offered little resistance to 

illegal break-in.  Wokingham Borough Council considered this too 

expensive. On the next occasion the travellers sawed through 

several more stakes adjacent to the concrete replacements.  We 

again asked for all the wooden stakes to be replaced with concrete 

bollards.  This time the replacement was a large ugly lump of 

concrete. Nick Christo said that he had done some research and 

had established that as a result of our comments this matter was 

also under review.  There were problems with funding a full 

replacement project of this kind even though experience had 

shown that the cost of each clean up after an incursion was greater 

than the cost of a full replacement. 

4. Country Park Management 

The Chair explained Council‘s concern at the lack of progress on 

establishing a committee to administer Charvil Country Park.  It 

had taken 10 years to get the land handed over and the previous 

Country Park Management policy statement now needs to be 

reviewed, particularly in respect of fishing and access policy.  It 

was emphasised that the review should be initiated as soon as 

possible by convening an early meeting of the Country Park 

Management Committee. Three representatives from the Parish 

Council had been nominated and their contact details provided to 
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Wokingham Borough Council. Nick Christo explained that this was 

now his responsibility and that the committee would be convened 

in the near future. 

5. Landfill in The Hawthorns 

The Chair of Council explained that the designation of a large area 

of the Hawthorns Park (now owned by Wokingham Borough 

Council) as landfill is strongly refuted by a number of long-standing 

residents in properties adjacent to the park.  This designation is 

causing hardship to residents and should be quickly resolved by 

Wokingham Borough Council who is the landowner. 

In conclusion Nick Christo thanked the Parish Council for inviting 

him to the meeting and stated his view that the District Council 

officers should work more closely with Parish Councils and should 

be more appreciative of Parish Council views and comments.  He 

emphasised that he would work to foster this closer co-operation.   

The Chairman thanked Nick for coming to the meeting and looked 

forward to receiving the promised responses. 

 

Meeting held on Tuesday 27th January 2009 

Budget for 2009-2010  -The Finance Committee recommended 

budget was unanimously approved. 

Precept for 2009-2010 – Council unanimously approved a 

precept of £35,785. 

Five year forecast – The Chair of Finance explained that the 

Budget Committee had recommended the inclusion of expenditure 

on replacement Village Hall windows in the forecast.  This was 

unanimously approved by Council 

Replacement play equipment - Councillor Black explained the 

Committee recommendation that the replacement play equipment 

for St Patrick‘s should be purchased from Playground Facilities at a 

cost of £19,000. Details of the tenders are given in the short report 

attached to these minutes.  Following discussion Council 

unanimously approved the purchase from Playground Facilities. 

Railtrack obstruction of Waingels Road – The Chair explained 

that the footpath on Waingels Road had been obstructed by 

equipment and mud, forcing pedestrians including children 

attending Waingels School to walk in the road at a dangerous 

bend/junction.  The Clerk reported that he had informed 
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Wokingham Borough Council and a reply was awaited. 

Village Fete request use of Village Hall and Grounds – Council 

agreed that the fete could use the Hall and grounds free of charge.  

It was also confirmed that the Parish Council would operate the 

BBQ. The Clerk was asked to write to the Fete committee 

accordingly and to inform them that charging by W B C for use of 

the Hawthorns Park is under review, but that Charvil Fete 

Committee will not be charged for the coming year. 

 

Meeting held on Tuesday 24th February 2009 

Appoint Charities Trustee  -  Gary Brooks introduced himself to 

the Council explained his background and that as a resident he was 

prepared to become the Charvil Nominated Trustee to the Sonning 

Almshouses Charity.  Following consideration Council unanimously 

agreed to appoint Mr Brooks as the Charvil Nominated Trustee.  

Country Park Management and Fishing Rights –Councillor 

Jeffery offered to contact Nick Christo and suggest dates for an 

early meeting. 

Landfill in The Hawthorns  – a response from Nick Christo was 

noted.  The Clerk was asked to suggest to applicants who are 

affected by the disputed landfill claim to contact Nick Christo. 

Tree Preservation Orders were noted:-  T1 & T2 at rear of 2 Old 

Bath Road  and   T83 Land to rear of 24 Gingells Farm Road 

Tree Planting in Charvil  -  Councillor Illenden informed Council 

that he had ordered 2 replacement trees for the Village Hall 

grounds.  It was also suggested that trees be planted at a number 

of places on Wenlock Edge.  Council supported this suggestion but 

it was emphasised that formal approval to the project would need 

to be obtained from Wokingham Borough Council and that the 

residents would need to be consulted. 

Railtrack obstruction of Waingels Road – It was noted that 

ground work was taking place on railway property inside the fence. 

The Clerk was asked to establish exactly what are the proposals for 

improving Railtrack access and in particular when will the footpath 

be restored and will the restoration be proof against heavy vehicles 

crossing. 

Gritting of The Hawthorns  - Following discussion the Clerk was 

asked to contact Julia Treadwell, and formally request that The 
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Hawthorns be added to the secondary gritting list for next year as 

is East Park Farm Road. 

Village Fete ï Wokingham Borough Council Charge – Nick 

Christo‘s comments were noted.  It confirms no charge in the 

coming year but future years are under review. 

Freedom of Information - Model Publication Scheme  -

Following discussion the Model Publication Scheme and a revised 

notice were unanimously adopted. 

Adverts on Charvil .com  - Following discussion it was agreed not 

to accept adverts on the web-site.  It was however agreed to 

publish the newsletter on the web site.  It was also agreed to 

publicise the web site in the newsletter. 

Donations : Council agreed to the following awards:-  £200 

to Wokingham Citizens Advice Bureau,   £202 to Charvil Pre-

school,   £200 to Twyford & District Volunteer Centre,  and £280 to 

Charvil Cricket Club. 

Planning Matters considered at recent Parish Council Meetings 

The Council had no objection to the following applications: 

2284 Erect single storey side extension with room in raised roof 

space and front and rear dormers. Ashley View, Beggars Hill 

Road.   

2667 Two detached dwellings at 2 Strathmore Drive for Hicks 

Developments 

2676 Two storey side extension plus front porch at 6 Fairway Drive  

2665 Single storey side extension at 49 The Hawthorns. 

2709 Two storey front extension at 7 Old Bath Road.  

2716 Water storage reservoir at Sonning Golf Club. 

2737 Demolish Garage and erect Single  storey side / rear 

extension at 72 Old Bath Road.  

0062 Two storey link extension between garage & house & part 

convert garage at 40 East Park Farm Drive. 

 Revised for boundary definition on plans to demolish garage & side 

extension and  erect two storey side/rear extension plus front 

porch at 21 St Patrick‘s Ave. 
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2734 Demolish Garage & side extension and erect two storey side 

extension plus front         porch at 21 St Patrick‘s Avenue. 

2734  Revised for roof pitch on plans to demolish garage & side 

extension and erect two storey side/rear extension plus front 

porch at 21 St Patrick‘s Avenue. -  Approved below.   

0164  Change of use to include skips and Portable WC‘s at The 

Homestead Park Lane.  

0263  Single storey rear extension to form Conservatory at 5 The 

Hawthorns.     2709 Two storey front extension at 7 Old Bath 

Road. -  No Parish Council Comment. 

The Council made comment on the following applications: 

2156 & 2158 Revised/Retrospective for existing Detached House 

on Plot 1 & Plot 2 at 25 Park View Drive. -  Following discussion the 

Clerk was asked to comment as follows: 

This appears to be another attempt to circumvent the previous approval which 
had specifically insisted on the design for this house and the additional houses 
in order to comply with the requirements of the Local Plan / planning 
regulations.  

Council is concerned that this Revised/Retrospective application is in violation 
of    the earlier appeal approval and should be refused.  The changes to the 
rear of the building as demanded by the Inspector should now be enforced.  

0258  Two storey rear, first floor side plus front porch. Convert 

garage to habitable room & raise roof to create room in loft space 

at 28 Strathmore Drive. Following discussion the Clerk was asked 

to write as follows:- 

―Council considers this application to be over development of the site and as 
such detrimental to the street scene. The two storey extension would 
dominate and overlook the rear of the adjacent property and carried out in 
isolation would prevent a similar extension to the adjacent property. The 
owners of the adjacent properties should be consulted.ò 

The following applications have been  taken to Appeal:  

1186  Single storey front extension & convert garage to habitable 

room at 32 Park View Drive South. Following discussion the Clerk 

was asked to comment as follows: 

ñThis is yet another example of a retrospective application where the 
developer has ignored the planning procedures.   The style of the front 
extension is not in keeping with the street scene and had an application been 
submitted before building, it would have been refused and an alternative 
acceptable design agreed upon.  It is therefore the view of this Council that 
the appeal against the Wokingham Borough Council decision should be 
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refused, and the developer made to change the design to comply with the 
Planning Authority requirements.ò 

1269  Appeal at refusal to erect new building at Grove Service 

Station, Old Bath Rd. 

The following applications were approved by Wokingham 

Borough Council: 

2095 Conservatory at 2 Simmons Fields. 

2049 Install 2 underground gas storage containers at Nikung, 

Waingels Road. 

2209 Single storey side extension plus front porch and extend 

garage at 39 Chiltern Drive. 

2676  Two storey front extension at 6 Fairway Drive 

2737  Demolish Garage and erect Single  storey side / rear 

extension at 72 Old Bath Road. 

2709  Two storey front extension at 7 Old Bath Road. 

2665  Single storey side extension at 49 The Hawthorns 

2667  Demolish existing and erect 2 dwellings at 2 Strathmore 

Drive. 

2734  Demolish Garage & side extension and erect two storey side 

extension plus front  porch at  21 St Patrick‘s Avenue. 

The following applications were refused by Wokingham 

Borough Council : 

2329 Two storey front & rear extensions at 7 Old Bath Road. 

2284 Erect single storey side extension with raised room in roof 

space and front and rear dormers. Ashley View, Beggars Hill 

Road. 

2156  Revised/Retrospective for Detached House on Plot 1 at 25 

Park View Drive. 

2158  Revised/Retrospective for Detached House on Plot 2 at 25 

Park View Drive. 

1282  Erect 492 Dwellings plus village centre buildings at Sandford 

Farm. 

FULL DETAILS OF ALL THE APPLICATIONS REFERRED TO ABOVE 

CAN BE FOUND ON:   www.wokingham.gov.uk  
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 PARISH COUNCILLORS 
Alice Wilkinson Chairman of Council 9320264 

Jim Gillett Vice-Chairman of Council 9697156 

Nick Ray Finance 9341834 

Shirley Newman Village Hall Management    

Committee 

9340589 

Jackie Jeffery Planning 9690834 

Michael Forrer   9341989 

John Illenden Environment 9706773 

Chris Drew Highways & Public Transport 9545424 

John Davies   9345258 

Liz Black Amenities & Recreation 9017980 

 

CHARVIL PARISH COUNCIL OFFICERS 

Irvine Cohen   Parish Clerk   9017693 

Tracy Ray   Assistant Parish Clerk     9345270 

CHARVIL PARISH COUNCIL MEETINGS FOR 2009 

21 April 2009 Village Hall & Amenities 

28 April 2009 Full Council Meeting 

12 May 2009 Village Hall & Amenities 

Wednesday 13th May 2009 Annual Parish Meeting 

19 May 2009 Full Council Meeting and AGM 

16 June 2009 Village Hall & Amenities 

30 June 2009 Full Council Meeting 

21 July 2009 Village Hall and Amenities 

28 July 2009 Full Council Meeting 

18 August 2009 Village Hall and Amenities 

25 August 2009 Full Council Meeting 

Meetings commence at 8pm and are held in the Village Hall, 

residents are very welcome to attend these meetings. 
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Borough Councillorôs Report 

Snowdrops and lighter evenings, spring is on its way, hopefully by 

the time you receive this we will be well into the new season. 

Flooding:  We recently experienced flooding in and around 

Charvil. Although the Loddon was 16 inches lower than the 2007 

wet summer the water was cascading off the fields due to the ice 

and Kennet flooding.  I have set up a Red Alert Email list for flood 

areas; if you would like to be part of the list please send your email 

address to emma.hobbs@wokingham.gov.uk   

I have spoken to the Environment Agency who have agreed to 

clear the dykes in and around Charvil of debris that has built up 

over many years.  This, I hope, will reduce the risk of flooding as 

currently all of the areas in and around Charvil are now in a damn 

formation. 

Road Maintenance:  I have passed on a message to WBC that 

some serious maintenance is required to Strathmore, Gingells, 

Thornber's and St Patrick‘s Avenue. This will cause some disruption 

but if I am able to get the go ahead work may be done during the 

holiday season. 

Land at Chiltern Drive:  Not good news I am afraid. The Planning 

Officers are insisting on a minimum of 4 to 5 metres from the front 

door to the footpath with reference to the boundary of building a 

house. I asked a fellow member to help me on this; he has a 

wealth of experience within planning and, although he agreed with 

the views of residents and myself, even he could not persuade the 

Planning Officers to assist us.  I am in discussions with the owner 

to build a proper fence. He has been advised by Officers to try and 

purchase more land, which may allow a house to be built. 

Milestone Avenue:  Nigel Mobey has a PDF of a proposed signage 

to place at the entrance of Milestone Avenue, preventing access for 

large vehicles. This would not be a compulsory sign as Milestone 

Avenue is not an adopted road. Nigel is putting it to the Milestone 

Avenue and Thames Drive Residents‘ committee and will let me 

know. 

Access to Charvil House Road and Milestone Avenue: Nigel 

Mobey and I have had a long discussion as the access is becoming 

narrower with various obstacles placed in situ to discourage traffic 

using this as a rat run with attendant danger to local children. After 

a lot of investigation with the Land Registry and WBC we cannot 

mailto:emma.hobbs@wokingham.gov.uk
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find to whom this land belongs.  WBC has confirmed that the 

access is not their land and is nothing to do with them. The Land 

Registry cannot find to whom it belongs. It is thought that where 

boundaries and fences have been moved over many years , this 

has opened a gap from Charvil House Road to Milestone Avenue 

and to prove would be very costly. As a result, there is nobody that 

can take responsibility for maintenance of this section, let alone 

respond to claims for damage  to vehicles.  If anyone has any 

knowledge regarding this, please do let Nigel or myself know. 

St Andrewôs and St Patrickôs Parish:  The Rev James Taylor has 

been in contact with me.  He is looking at the amenities and 

recreation for the younger generation in Charvil and Sonning.   If 

you have any ideas regarding this please contact me. 

If you wish to book a surgery meeting please email 

emma.hobbs@wokingham.gov.uk or call 07530 460314. 

 

Thank you. 

 

 
Emma Hobbs  

Borough Councillor  

Enjoying Charvil and the surrounding Countryside 

Village Walks in Charvil 

All walks begin from the Village Hall in Park Lane 

Southern Route 

Turn right and under the railway bridge, turn right into Waingels 

Road.  Turn left at Beggars Hill Road, then left into Lands End Lane 

towards Lands End Pub and the ford, turn left into Park Lane and 

continue to where you joined the walk. 

A.  An alternative route you could take is to continue along 

Waingels Road, past the College, go forward a short distance into 

Tippings Lane, then turn right into Duffield Road.  This leads you 

over the railway bridge and past Sonning Golf Course and you will 

shortly join Sonning cross-roads (A4), turn right and you will reach 

the Wee Waif. 

mailto:emma.hobbs@wokingham.gov.uk
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B. Another alternative route is at the end of Beggars Hill Road 

turn right into Ashenbury Park entrance, go past the Bird 

Sanctuary and continue until you reach the main entrance in 

Woodley, turn right into Tippings Lane which brings you to 

Waingels Road, past the College to the end, then turn left 

into Park Lane.  (This route can be muddy!) 

C. Another route that can be taken is at Lands End Pub go to the 

rear and cross the bridge (Giddy Bridge) into the field of 

Luckens horses, continue over another low bridge (Copper 

Bridge) then cross the road and after a few yards take a fairly 

narrow path on the left.  You will eventually come out by 

Princes Garage on the Old Bath Road.  Turn left and you will 

reach Park Lane on your left.  (Not ideal in wet weather 

conditions). 

Northern Route 

Turn left, then left again at the Old Bath Road until you reach the 

Wee Waif.  Cross the road (A4) and almost opposite is Milestone 

Avenue.  Go down this unmade road for three-quarters of a mile 

and at the end turn right over the Bailey Bridge and across the 

fields with the River Thames on your left.  After half a mile you will 

reach a steel platform bridge at Borough Marsh (over St Patrick‘s 

Stream), turn right here into Loddon Drive and follow this for half a 

mile to reach the A4 main road.  Turn right until you reach the Wee 

Waif, then turn left again for Park Lane. 

A. An alternative route you could take is; on reaching the very 

end of Milestone Avenue, turn left and walk close to the River 

Thames until you reach Sonning Bridge.  Turn left and you 

will soon reach Charvil Lane, the end of which is opposite the 

Wee Waif, (not ideal in wet weather). 

B. Also down Milestone Avenue, just past the last house, on the 

left is a restricted access gate and path across the fields 

(known as Broadmoor Lane).  This continues until you come 

out directly opposite Sonning University Farm.  Turn left into 

Charvil Lane and you will reach the Wee Waif opposite. 
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C. Another long route is, instead of going over the steel platform 

bridge at Borough Marsh, keep straight on, over a small brick 

bridge.  You will eventually reach Wargrave Railway Station.  

Proceed down Station Road, turn right onto the A321 and you 

will reach the main cross roads.  Turn right (A4) and you will 

reach the Wee Waif, turn left for Park Lane.  (Not 

recommended for wet weather). 

D. Also, on coming out of Loddon Drive and on joining the A4, 

cross this busy road and almost immediately opposite is an 

entrance to Charvil Meadows.  Continue over fields in a 

southerly direction and you will come out at the main 

entrance on the Old Bath Road.  Turn right until you come to 

Park Lane on the left.  (Not suitable in flood conditions). 

Because the boundaries of Charvil Parish extend for two and a half 

miles from north to south and only two thirds of a mile across from 

east to west, the number of walks one can make is restricted.  

However it is great to get out and see our village on foot. 

Bill Crane   

 

Walkers on Giddy Bridge 

 

Broadmoor Lane 
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A Walk on the Wild Side 

Ease the tensions of life by just taking time out to discover the 

diversity of your surroundings.  A walk on the wild side has life-

giving benefits to offer you:  by combining these benefits with a 

greater appreciation of the countryside. 

Find out about the range of habitats seen in the full width and 

length of the LODDON VALLEY which we are lucky to have in the 

Parish of Charvil.  Using Public Footpaths, particularly North of the 

A4, and the surrounding parks allows one to get up close to 

wildlife.  Now that the ownership of Charvil County Park is public 

there is more opportunity to make observations without fear of 

trespass. 

Birds, mammals, reptiles, invertebrates, plants and fungi all 

feature locally.  Examples of priority species are hobby, types of 

bat, grass snake, dragonfly and Loddon Lily. If you enjoy or grow 

to enjoy the observation of nature you may employ your own 

ground rules – perhaps wearing green to blend in and by being 

silent and not invasive.  Why not record what you see at the same 

time. 

If you are already recording your observations and would be 

interested in comparing notes with other observers, there might be 

some benefit in compiling records that would help with 

conservation targets in Biodiversity Action Plans.  Interested 

parties should contact me. 

John Illenden  

0118 970 6773  

Wokingham Borough Council 

Health Walks Programme 

Wokingham Borough Council run a programme of Health Walks, 

one of which is in Charvil and there are others nearby 

Below is the link to their website which gives you the Health Walks 

programme: 

http://www.wokingham.gov.uk/transport-roads-waste/walking-

cycling/walking/weekly-walks-programme/ 

http://www.wokingham.gov.uk/transport-roads-waste/walking-cycling/walking/weekly-walks-programme/
http://www.wokingham.gov.uk/transport-roads-waste/walking-cycling/walking/weekly-walks-programme/
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Charvil Country Park 

At long last the land adjoining East Park Farm including the lake 

and surrounding area near to Lands End public house has been 

signed over to Wokingham Borough Council. It will be known as 

Charvil Country Park. This land was owned by the consortium of 

developers who built the houses in East Park Farm and should have 

been transferred to council ownership in 1996 as 'recompense' to 

the people of Charvil following the building of all the new 

homes. However it seems there were legal difficulties and the 

wheels  ground very slowly- hence the 13 years delay.  

In 1996 a management plan was devised in anticipation of the 

supposed imminent acquisition of the land. Charvil Parish Council 

feel that a plan that was relevant 13 years ago needs to be revised 

as circumstances and views 

on the countryside have 

altered since then. For 

example, originally i t 

was planned to prevent the 

pub l i c  f rom wa l k i ng  

completely around the lake 

near to the Lands End. The 

reason for this was that at 

that time the lake had a 

significant percentage of the 

o v e r - w i n t e r i n g  s m e e 

population and it was felt 

that walkers/dogs/cycles etc 

would disturb the birds. Now 

there are numerous sites 

where these birds stay in 

winter plus the fact that the 

foliage has grown so much in the intervening years that very little 

of the lake is in full view, the Parish view is that there is no need to 

ban people from the area particularly as this land was intended for 

the population of Charvil.  There was also an idea that cattle could 

graze there but this would destroy much of the habitat for small 

mammals. insects, frogs, toads etc. There is a move towards 

biodiversity which would make this a less desirable option.  

Charvil Parish Council have also been in discussion with 

Wokingham B.C. concerning the fishing rights that will be operated 

by the Borough around the lakes nearer to the Old Bath Rd. The 
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council feel that preference should be given to Charvil residents 

either by way of reduced fees and/or a certain number of tickets 

set aside for this purpose. 

Nick Christo, our link with Wokingham, has promised to arrange a 

meeting with the countryside wardens and members of the Parish 

Council so that our views are taken into account and we achieve 

the best reults for the people of Charvil. 

We would welcome your views on the situation- what would you 

like to see happen? Would you prefer the area left as it is? Do you 

have your own ideas for the country park? Have you any 

suggestions for the fishing rights operation? Please let us know so 

that we can bring your points of view to Wokingham when the 

meeting is arranged. You can telephone any council member or 

contact us on the Parish Council web site. 

Walking in the Spring with Loddon Valley Ramblers 

March brings breezes sharp and shrill 

Shakes the golden daffodil 

April brings the primrose sweet 

Scatters daisies at our feet 

Come out with us, the Loddon Valley Ramblers and you might be 

lucky enough to see some primroses. 

Here is a small selection of our April walks. You can see the full 

programme at <ww.lvra.org.uk> 

Sunday 12th April: Monks Alley & Orange Hill, 4.5 miles 

Meet 10.30 at parking area at Wicks Green, accessed along gravel 

drive beside 65 Stevenson Drive, off Terrace Road North, Binfield, 

SU 841714     

Sunday 19th April: Pangbourne, River Pang, Sulham woods, 

Tidmarsh & back to Pangbourne, 6 miles 

Meet 10.30 at Pangbourne railway station, SU 632767, after park-

ing anywhere in Pangbourne (N.B. station CP charges £1.20) 

New walkers (or even old ones!) are always welcome – just turn up 

at the start or ring Daphne Perridge 0118 989 3860 for more infor-

mation 

http://www.multimap.com/embed/?lat=51.43537&lon=-0.7915&zoomFactor=15&qs=SU%20841714&emid=VW5kRIZQd0zCVrjbsikz3juHGfVHHsTu
http://www.multimap.com/embed/?lat=51.48573&lon=-1.09118&zoomFactor=14&moveMap=-54,-2&qs=SU%20632767&emid=8ubxJOp8Zc2gSHTMwzQ58UT5cbBJaaum
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Charvil Children are swinging for joy! 

Children in Charvil will be extra happy this month with the 

installation of new play equipment at St Patricks playground.  

Along with the existing climbing frame, the playground now 

benefits from a team swing, one of the first of its kind in the local 

area, 2 cradle swings as well as a roundabout.  The team swing 

and the roundabout are designed for inclusive access and are 

suitable for use by 

disabled children. 

―We wanted to have a 

place where all Charvil 

children can enjoy safe 

play outside.‖ said Alice 

Wilkinson, Chair of Charvil 

Parish Council.  ―We are 

delighted with our new 

equipment which not only 

adds to the existing 

facilities available at St 

P a t r i c k s  b u t  a l s o 

encourages children of all 

ages and abilities to play 

together.‖ 

St Patrick‘s playground is managed by Charvil Parish Council and is 

situated off Park View Drive North.  The facilities available include 

the playground and football pitch as well as plenty of outdoor 

seating. 

The picture shows Grace and Oliver Whattam from Charvil enjoying 

the team swing. 

Liz Black  

 

Tallest Sunflower Competition 

Calling all Charvil children.  Now is the time to get sowing your 

sunflower seeds, as they take a long time to grow. 

Judging takes place in July and all that is needed is a telephone call 

to Margaret Gregory (934 5419) advising of the height of your 

sunflower. There will be a prize for the winner, once the height has 

been verified. 

Margaret Gregory  
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Charvil Village Society 

 

Since the last issue of Charvil Village News the Charvil Village 

Society has organised two events. 

On Saturday, January 31st we held our Village Quiz. Over 100 

people attended with teams from Charvil and beyond. The quiz was 

conducted by Roger Burns and David Rowntree who asked 

questions in 10 different subject areas. After a closely fought 

contest the winners this time were ‗Raiders of the lost Cup‘ with a 

score of 90. The runners up, only one point behind, were 

Scrambled Eggheads on 89.  It was another very successful quiz 

evening in an event that continues to grow in popularity. The raffle 

proceeds were donated to a fund supporting a very talented young 

Sri Lankan athlete whose home and family were devastated by the 

Tsunami.  His home is nearly rebuilt and David Rowntree will be 

going to Sri Lanka in due course to meet up with him. 

On Saturday 28th February we held this year‘s 70s Night. David 

and Howard Rowntree provided the Disco music which was greatly 

enjoyed. There were prizes for those who came dressed for the 

era. First Prizes went to John Peach, Christine Peach, Keith Birt and 

Jackie Carthy who excelled collectively as Abba, and also to John 

and Olive Bendall who came as an excellent Worzel Gummidge and 

Aunt Sally. A hot supper was provided and organised by Margaret 

Gregory and Sue Burns. Those who came had a really enjoyable 

evening which we hope to repeat next year. 

On Saturday March 28th from 3.00pm to 6.00pm we will be 

holding our annual Senior Citizensô Concert and Tea.  At the 

time of writing we are within a short time of the event taking 

place. The entertainment is being provided by the Reading 

Accordian Band and the Twyford Bell Ringers. A tea will be served 

in the interval and we shall finish with our grand raffle in aid of 

Twyford Age concern. It may be too late for this year but if you 

know of anyone in our district who might like to come in future 

please pass their details to Margaret Gregory on 0118 934 5419. 

There here is always room for new people to come. 

If you are feeling active why not plan to enter this year‘s Front 

Gardens Competition.  We had some good new entries last year 

but the judges as usual spotted a number of gardens which would 

have done well but were not entered. If you don‘t feel that your 

garden is suitable you could always enter the Hanging Basket and 
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Planter section. 

There is also a Tallest Sunflower Competition for children – some 

amazing heights have been achieved in past years. There is no 

entry charge for any category. To enter just ring Margaret Gregory 

on 0118 934 5419. There are Trophies sponsored by the 

Maidenhead Advertiser and cash prizes for winners. 

Membership of the Charvil Village Society is open to all in Charvil – 

a fee of £5.00 gives permanent membership for the whole 

household and will entitle members to cheaper entry to all our 

events. Membership also allows the Society to be active on local 

issues on behalf of the community. 

Paul Gregory  

Charvil Village Fete, 2009 

 

The committee are working hard for this year‘s fete taking place in 

the village hall and surrounding grounds on the afternoon of 5TH 

JULY.  

Our theme this year will be the Caribbean; we just hope we get the 

weather to match!  

We are going to have again our successful photograph competition 

and the title this year is ―Berkshire Buildings‖ There are two 

classes, one for children and one for adults. Entry forms will be 

distributed throughout Charvil in the first part of June. So hopefully 

with better weather now upon us we will have some great 

photographs displayed on the day. There will be prizes awarded. 

We will be putting any updates about the fete on the Charvil 

website www.charvil.com—News so please take time to look. The 

children‘s competitions categories will be available in the near 

future on the website. The entry forms will come with the 

programmes in the first part of June to Charvil homes. 

We would also be very grateful for any extra help on the 

day. Please contact the numbers below. 

We hope you will support us and hope to see you there on the day. 

Shaen Collis (9344304)  

Jackie Thomas (9321972)  

Co-chairs  
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Twyford Library 

A range of events take place at Twyford Library: 

Reading Cafe: Anyone who is interested in discussing books is 

invited along to the Reading Cafe. We discuss best sellers and 

classics, fact and fiction. There is no need to book. The sessions 

are held on the second Tuesday of each month from 2.00-3.00pm 

Free event. 

Monthly Storytime and Craft.  Stories and crafts for the under 

fives. Second Monday in the month. Free event. 2.15pm to 3pm No 

need to book. 

Fantasy Storytelling Session  A session of fun and make believe 

with Mrs Potty tree's puppets. Suitable for children 5-10 years £1 

charge  Monday April 6 2.30pm. Please phone the library to book a 

place. 

First Aid for the Family.  There will be talk at Twyford Library on 

Friday May 29th 2.30-3.30 . Advice on How to keep your family 

safe by the Berkshire Red  Cross. £1 charge per family attending. 

Please phone the library to book a place. 

Security in the home Neighbourhood Specialist Police Officer 

Terry Neblett will be visiting Twyford Library on Tuesday 16th June 

10.30-11.30 to talk about . If you would like to attend this session 

please contact the library to book a place  Free event. 

Coffee Morning at Twyford  This will be held on Tuesday 30th 

June 11am-12 noon. Regular customers or people new to the area 

will be welcome to come along to the library to find out what's on 

offer. Free event. 

Also....  look out for the Summer Reading Challenge and 

Summer holiday activities for children during July and August 

this year. 

For further information about these events  please contact Twyford 

library on (0118) 9340800 or visit the website 

www.wokingham.gov.uk/libraries. 

Heather Dyson  
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Twyford PoliceðChanges in your local Neighbourhood Team 

Hello since our last update in the Village News there have been a 

few personnel changes at Twyford Police Station – the first one is 

the retirement of PC Glyn Wildey after 25 years of service ‗man & 

boy‘ and is very much missed. Another officer of to pastures new is 

PCSO Jonathon Stanley who has joined the Metropolitan Police as a 

Police Officer and we wish him all the best in his new career. 

PC Terry Neblett has joined the team as our Neighbourhood Spe-

cialist Officer and PCSO Anne Chalmers has also joined the team. 

The reduction of house burglaries is still the number one priority 

for the area. Don‘t make it easy for thieves, make sure all doors & 

windows are locked and secured. If your home has UPVC doors and 

windows please use a key to lock the windows when out and at 

night. Also ensure the front door is locked at night with a key and 

not just by pulling up the door handle. 

Incidents of criminal damage have increased and we believe this is 

due to better reporting by the public. The neighbourhood team has 

and will increase patrols around the hotspot areas. 

Sonning, Charvil & Hurst Neighbourhood Action Group (NAG) is 

looking to increase its membership. For those of you not aware of 

the NAG, it consists of local residents in the area who wish to have 

a very real impact on the day-to-day issues that affect their way of 

life. It is a powerful way for results to be achieved in the commu-

nity. For further information please contact the neighbourhood 

team at Twyford Police Station. 

For anymore information about your local neighbourhood team, 

visit www.thamesvalley.police.uk or to speak to an officer call 0845 

8 505 505 

PCSO C9697 Jackie Daniels  

       Twyford Police Station  

Polehampton Open Air Swimming Pool 

**The swimming pool is opening for the summer season on 

Saturday 9th May.                                                                

Come and visit us 10am-12 noon on our opening day** 

The Polehapmton Swimming pool first opened to the public in 1969 

and we will celebrate our 40th birthday this year.  We are busy 

planning for a special event and would welcome your ideas, old 

http://www.thamesvalley.police.uk/
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St Patrickôs Church, Charvil 

 

St Patrick‘s Community Church is the daughter Church of St 

Andrew‘s Sonning, part of the Church of England diocese of Oxford 

and your local Anglican church.  It is located on the north side of 

the A4 in Park View Drive North.  The building was built in 1952, 

but underwent a major refurbishment in 2000 and provides a base 

for the church in Charvil and a home for some of the community 

based organisations in the village.  It is able to seat 80 in a theatre 

style, has a stage area a well-equipped kitchen and a separate 

annexe.   

Services at St Patrick‘s are held every week.   You are most 

welcome to join us for worship on a Sunday morning.   

For more information the church in Sonning & Charvil and for 

arrangements for weddings, baptisms and funerals please contact 

the Rev Jamie Taylor on 969 3298 or Rev Michael Forrer on 934 

1989. 

St Patrick‘s is available to hire for a range of events including 

wedding receptions, parties and regular clubs.  For further 

information contact Debbie Knox on 0118 969 4470 . 

Chris Easton  

Photographs and memories of the pool. 

It is an outdoor heated pool, 25 meters long in pleasant grounds 

with changing rooms, WC‘s and showers.  Family membership 

costs just £27 for the season!  We run a variety of sessions to suit 

all ages—please see our membership booklet and application form 

enclosed for full opening times, terms and conditions, or visit our 

website www.polehapmton-swimming-association.org.uk  

Can your child swim?  We are hoping to run swimming lessons 

during the summer holidays, under the tuition of an ASA qualified 

coach. 

In addition to our adult and family swimming sessions we also run 

dedicated ‗under 5‘s‘ sessions and are looking for volunteers to 

assist with supervision.  Please contact Miranda Parker on 0118 

9017719 if you can help with these sessions. 

For all other queries or to offer help at other sessions please 

contact Sharon Searle, Chairperson on 0118 9342040. 
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Twyford Volunteers  

The Annual General Meeting of the TWYFORD, WARGRAVE AND 

DISTRICT VOLUNTEER CENTRE will be held on Wednesday 13th 

May 2009 in St Mary‘s Church Centre, Twyford, at 7-30pm. 

Our guest speaker this year will be Mrs Annette Drake, former 

mayor of Wokingham Borough who will talk about life during her 

year in office.  All drivers, would be drivers and helpers are invited 

to the meeting which gives an opportunity for everyone to meet 

each other and the committee and discuss any problems that 

might have arisen. We are ever grateful for the help that you all 

give to people who would otherwise have difficulty in finding ways 

of getting to hospitals, day centres and doctors etc. 

Please come along to the meeting and bring a friend who may be 

interested and might become a driver.  Please remember that our 

drivers need only make minimal commitment and are not required 

to give up a regular spot either weekly or less frequently. 

Please try to come along on May 13th and learn more about what 

we do. Alternatively, ring me on 01189693277, or e-mail me on 

rosemary.digby@talktalk.net. I will be delighted to hear from you. 

Rosemary Digby,  

Publicity Officer  

Hare Hatch Sheeplands  

Farm & Craft Market Dates for 2009 

4th Saturday of every month from 9am - 4pm 

25th April    26 September 

23th May    24 October 

27th June    28 November 

25th July    19 December 

22th August  

More Events 

Spring Craft Fair - Sat 28th March 9am-4pm 

Thames Valley Orchid Show - Sat 4th April 10am-4pm 

Christmas Craft fair - Sun 8th November 10am-4pm 

mailto:rosemary.digby@talktalk.net
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Green Challenge 

The Piggott School 

The Piggott School is working towards being a greener school.  The 

Green Team have been ensuring, in practical ways, that the school 

is saving energy ie switching off lights and computers, encouraging 

walking to school and recycling paper.   

As a school we are intending to install photovoltaic cells.  To this 

end each tutor group is looking at ways to raise funding and the 

fund raising will take place during the Spring Term.  To start off the 

events we had a non-uniform day.  On Friday 16th January all 

students wore green instead of their school uniform and we were 

able to raise £845.96 towards our photovoltaic cells. 

At present the school is working towards gold Eco school status.  

Greener at home 

Any support our community can give us will be very welcome. 

Small actions like switching off lights to save energy can make a 

big difference.  Your own green actions could even earn ‗Leaves‘ -  

you can donate these to The Piggott School to help us reach our 

goal.   

To qualify for this we need 115,000 leaves.  Since September we 

have got 5% of this number. You can help by completing the 

Energy Savers Report by logging onto www.britishgas.co.uk and 

clicking in the box in the top right hand corner.  This takes about 

ten minutes and when you have finished you can donate your 150 

leaves to the school.  The report is very useful and you do not have 

to have British Gas as your supplier to take part.  If you use British 

Gas as your supplier, receiving household bills online to save paper 

is just one simple way to get Leaves. 

 

http://www.britishgas.co.uk
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CHARVIL VILLAGE HALL    

TIMETABLE OF REGULAR CLUBS    

    
Monday       Time Contact Tel No: 

Hawthorn Quilters 09.45-12.45 Anita Smith 0118 934 5170 

Dance Mania 11.30-12.30 Sandi Birch 01189 321 004 

Charvil Voices 19.45-21.30 Suzanne Newman 0118 934 0589 

    

Tuesday    
Ferry Lane Quilters          09.30-12.00 Shirley Payne 0118 940 2655 

Tapestry Choir 11.00-12.15 Suzanne Newman 0118 934 0589 

Charvil Quilters 13.30-16.00 Ellen Ranscombe   0118 934 2571 

Short Mat Bowls              14.00-16.00 Shirley Newman         0118 934 0589 

Keep Fit 19.00-20.00 Ginny O‘Brien 01344  453568 

Pilates 20.00-21.00 Ginny O‘Brien  01344  453568 

    

Wednesday    
Caterpillar Club (Toddler Group) 09.45-11.30   Bridget Munday 0118 9344253 

Short Mat Bowls 19.00-21.00   Shirley Newman 0118 934 0589  

    

Thursday    
Singing for the Brain (Alzheimer's Society) 10.30–12.30 Anne Day 0118 966 6968 

Charvil Women‘s Club  (1st Thursday)   19.45-21.45 Shirley Newman     0118 934 0589 

Reading Cigarette & Post Card Club (2nd)  19.30-22.30 Roy Sheppard    0118 969 5155 

Hexagon Quilters (3rd Thursday) 19.00-23.00 Kirsty Howell 0118 978 9435 

Charvil Wine Circle   (4th Thursday)      19.45-22.15 Mr & Mrs G Fyffe      0118 934 2273 

    

Friday    
Mad Academy 09.30-12.15 Emma Lelliott 0118 979 2695 

Mad Academy 13.40-14.40 Emma Lelliott 0118 979 2695 

    

Saturday    
Taekwon-Do 9.00-11.00 Andrew Whiteley 0118 986 4858 

    

Sunday    
Charvil Girls‘ Choir 18.00-19.45 Suzanne Newman 0118 934 0589 

The Hall is owned by Charvil Parish Council and run by a manage-

ment committee from the Council.  Tracy Ray is responsible for day 

to day management and if you would like to speak to her regarding 

meetings, starting a new club, wedding reception etc please call 

her on 934 5270 or e mail tracy.ray@ntlworld.com. 
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From the Clubs 

MAD Academy 

Well no amount of snow, rain and arctic temperatures could stop 

the hothouse of fun on a Friday at the village hall. Oscar night, 

Chinese New Year and Country week, were just some of the 

themes to keep everyone moving over the last 11 weeks. 

And we have definitely moved – Babies have especially loved their 

warm-up to the ―Dirty Dancing‖ songs. The toddlers were 

enthralled working together to make parachute waves to the 

theme from Titanic. And the older boys and girls deafened us with 

their instrument skills! 

We have a great time using both music and dance to activate both 

our bodies and our mental abilities. The songs are well known but 

re-kindled with a bright and funky beat that lets the children enjoy 

moving and being creative. With all these media stories about 

obesity what better way to encourage children to move and not be 

self-conscious (the grown ups get a work out too!). 

If you‘d like to come and experience MAD Academy for yourselves, 

please call Emma on 0118 979 2695 or email her at: 

emma.lelliott@madacademy.com. 

The new term begins with classes from Friday 24th April for 11 

weeks. 

And for those who are unable to attend our Friday morning 

sessions, we‘ll be continuing with our afternoon session for 

walkers to 4 years (finishing in time for the school pick-up!). 

Don‘t forget we also do fantastic, reasonably priced parties. 

Emma Lelliott  

Charvil Womens Club 

We are a small group of ladies who meet on the first Thursday of 

the month at Charvil Village Hall at 8pm.  Our meetings include a 

speaker, refreshments and raffle.   

In April our speaker is the grandson of a Titanic survivor and in 

May we have a Wimbledon Umpire giving a talk. 

New members are welcome, contact Margaret on 934 0599 or 

Shirley on 934 0588. 

Shirley Newman  

mailto:emma.lelliott@madacademy.com
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 Charvil Junior Cricket Club  

Our second season saw lots of exciting developments. Proper 

matches against neighbouring clubs and the introduction of hard 

bat and ball for the U11‘s.  Most importantly, we were able to 

move to the excellent cricket facilities at King George‘s Field in 

Sonning, the home of Sonning Cricket Club, who also gave us a lot 

of coaching support and advice throughout the season. We were 

also thrilled to hear that Sam Methold has been selected for 

Berkshire County‘s winter nets programme, a key step towards 

selection for the County. 

The coming season will see more progress. The U11‘s, coached by 

Neil Methold, played several friendly matches last year and 

acquitted themselves extremely well. We have entered an U11 

team into the 2009 Berkshire Cricket League.  

The U9‘s also had a fantastic season. They did very well in their 

friendly matches, with wins against Henley and Kidmore End 

following a couple of narrow defeats.  

The format for all U9 age-group children will be similar to last year. 

We will meet on Sunday mornings from June 7th until the 16th 

August.  We will start at 10.30 and finish at 12pm. 

The focus for the U9‘s is Kwik Cricket rather than wooden bats and 

hard balls. Boys and girls of all U9 ages, typically 6 years and over 

are welcome to come along and have a go. 

Fees for U9‘s and below are £35.00 for the entire season in 

advance of 1st June 2009. Newcomers, who are uncertain whether 

they will like it, can pay at £5.00 per week, deductible from the 

season‘s fee if they decide to stay on. 

We are also looking to expand the management committee and 

parental roster and anyone with an interest in cricket, and free on 

a Sunday morning or two, would be welcomed with open arms.  

We are particularly keen to find a parent with an active interest in 

cricket to lead an U13‘s team as we have around 8 boys at that 

level who want to form a team. You do not need to be a qualified 

coach, a current or former club cricketer with some enthusiasm 

would be perfect. 

Anyone interested in joining the Club or helping out should email 

cricket.charvil@ntlworld.com for further details and a registration 

form. 

Nick Ray, Founder CJCC  

mailto:cricket.charvil@ntlworld.com
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Charvil Art Club 

The start of the New Year was rather shaky mainly due to the cold 

weather, however we are now back to normal and enjoying our 

Wednesday evenings at St Patrick‘s.  At our recent AGM we were 

pleased to welcome four members to join us on the committee. 

Our plans for the coming months include four outdoor painting 

venues and an outing to Waterperry for the Art and Craft Festival, 

this is becoming an annual event. 

On the 23rd May we are again holding a joint exhibition with the 

Sonning Group of Artists at the Oakwood Centre, Woodley.  We 

shall also be at the Charvil Summer Fete in July but with a different 

format to this year.  Please come along and have a look at our 

paintings. 

Joyce Wray, Secretary  

Twyford and Ruscombe Floral Art Club 

The Floral Art Club continues to meet on the second Tuesday in the 

month at St. Patrick's Hall in Park View Road North, Charvil at 

7.30pm. 

The only month when we do not meet is in August when there is 

no formal meeting and we hold a Garden Party for members in one 

of our past Chairman's gardens. 

Most months we are treated to National Association of Flower 

Arrangement Societies' demonstrations, providing us with 

examples of good practice and whose titles range from 

Colourways, Barking Mad, Synergy, Eastern Delights, Any Dream 

Will Do, It's Party Time, to Candlelight & Celebration. 

To end the demonstrations for the year, an Open meeting is held in 

the Loddon Hall where we welcome any ladies from the Community 

who would like to join us.   

During the year there are two Practical Evenings for members 

where new techniques are learnt. The AGM is held in December. 

We also visit interesting places during the year. This year the Club 

is going to see Buckingham Palace Gardens, open to the public for 
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the first time, and there is a visit to Westminster Abbey in May to 

see the Flower Festival celebrating the 50th Anniversary of NAFAS. 

Social meetings are held and this year we are invited to see the 

Spring Gardens of two of our members in March and to a Cream 

Tea in July at another member's home. 

An Annual Workshop is held and this year it is in October. During 

the afternoon members prepare their arrangements and enjoy 

"Afternoon Tea" together before setting up an exhibition for 

members to see at the evening meeting. 

We are a friendly group and welcome new members and visitors to 

our meetings. Please contact Mrs. Pearl Stephenson (01189 

343024) or Mrs. Val Halman (01189 404500) for further details. 

The Caterpillar Club (Mother & Toddler Group) 

Since the start of the year, we have been really pleased to 

welcome lots of new faces.  The term finished off with an early visit 

from Easter Bunny, a bouncy castle and some easter craft activities 

– plenty to get the children excited about!  

If you‘re new to the area or haven‘t heard about us, the Caterpillar 

Club is an informal and relaxed Mother & Toddler Group that meets 

every Wednesday morning during term-time in Charvil Village Hall.  

The session starts around 9.45am and runs until 11.30am.  We 

have lots of toys for the children to play with, ride-ons for them to 

scoot around on and there is always a craft activity and playdough 

to keep your little ones occupied.  We also have a dedicated baby 

area for our youngest members.  The group is open to any carers 

with little ones, whether you‘re a grandparent, nanny, aunty etc 

and even if you‘re not Charvil based, you are very welcome to 

come and give us a go!  It‘ll give your little one the chance to burn 

off some of that energy that they have some much of at this age! 

If you‘d like to find out more about this group, please do not 

hesitate to contact me or just come along any term-time 

Wednesday morning – we‘ll be glad to welcome you. 

Bridget Mundy, 0118 934 4253  

Charvil Girls' Choir  

The choir have been very busy so far preparing for concerts and 

competition. The forty girls who are between the ages of 10 and 18 

gave their first performance of 2009 at St Mary's Church, Twyford 
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in February at a concert to raise funds for the Loddon District Scout 

Fellowship.  

The girls are taking part in the regional heats of the National 

Festival of Music for Youth in Aldershot in March. Last year, they 

qualified for the finals of this festival so we are hoping to do that 

again in 2009! We'll let you know how we get on in the next edition 

of the Charvil News! 

Plans for next term include Cheltenham Festival and a summer 

concert at Leighton Park School. The choir are booked now for the 

next couple of years and we have some very exciting things lined 

up. 

On June 7th, the choir are holding an Open Evening at Charvil 

Village Hall at 6.15pm for potential new members.  

Tapestry  

Tapestry is a new female voice ensemble which meets at Charvil 

Hall on Tuesday mornings. The group are working on arrangements 

of songs from stage and screen. The ladies will be taking part in 

two festivals next term - Tilehurst and Cheltenham. We do have 

one or two spaces in the group for ladies that can read music and 

who are reasonably confident performers.  

Charvil Voices  

The ladies choir meet at Charvil Hall on Monday evenings and have 

been working very hard this term to prepare for their first 

competition of 2009. We are taking part in the Mid-Somerset 

Festival on March 28th.  Our repertoire is very varied - classical, 

popular, show songs and folk songs - something for everyone! We 

are a very friendly group and enjoy social and fundraising 

activities.  

Suzanne Newman, 934 0589.  

Unicorn Club 

At a recent meeting of this club our new President, John Stimpson 

of Charvil was elected. The Vice President is Brian Balchin also of 

Charvil. 

The Unicorn Club was founded in 1982 with the purpose of 

organising charitable events and supporting the local 

community. We meet 2nd and 4th Mondays locally for a meal and 

a chat and our meetings are friendly and good humour is 

guaranteed. 

The club is open to male members over the age of 45 (no upper 

limit).   

Richard Rowlin, 01628 823726  
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JANETTE 
HAMMOND  

BEAUTY        
THERAPY 

Waxing & 

Electrolysis 

Manicures & Pedicures 

Facials 

Make-up    

Lash & Brow Tinting  

Hopi Ear Candles   

Massage  

28 Hilltop Road, Earley,  

Reading  RG6 1DA 

Telephone:  0118 926  2365 

Heating by Degrees 
 

Gas Central Heating  
¶ Design and Installation 

¶ Under Floor Heating 

¶ Solar for House or Pools, Etc 
 

Bathrooms  
¶ Planning and Installation 

¶ Showers & Wet Rooms 

 

Experienced, Professional and 

Reliable 

 

Guy Phillips:  Tel:   0118 932 1081;    

      Mob: 07767 796100 

www.heatingbydegrees.com      

CORGI/Gas Safe Register No: 203460 

Twyford and Ruscombe Horticultural Association 

We are pleased to say that the membership of the Association 

increased again last year and, although all of our gardens suffered 

because of the poor weather, we had fine displays of flowers and 

produce at all of our Shows. It was particularly pleasing to see 

more entries in the Children‘s Classes.  

Everybody in Twyford and the adjoining Parishes are welcome to 

join the Association. New members are always welcome and, for 

the small annual subscription of £3.00 per household, £2.00 for 

Senior Citizens, you will receive the monthly Newsletter which 

contains topical hints as well as details of our popular social 

events.  Members are entitled to purchase horticultural goods at 

the Store, which is next to the doctor‘s surgery in Loddon Hall 

Road, and is open on Sunday Mornings from 10.00 to 11.00am.  

The Garden Club is held at St Mary‘s Church Rooms, Twyford on 

Thursday evenings once a month from September to April. The 

speakers invited cover a variety of horticultural topics and non 

members are welcome to attend.   

Diane Thirtle  
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      MILES & DAUGHTERS 
Independent Funeral Directors 

Your local family owned and run 

complete funeral service 

Adam Miles FRSA DipFD MBIFD 

Serving Twyford, Maidenhead 

 and all surrounding villages 

Free, no obligation home visits, advice and assistance. 

òOur Family Serving Your Familyó 
 

Male & Female funeral directors, available to help and 

assist you at all times 

Please feel free to contact us or visit our homely and 

discreet premises at any time. 

The Old Clock House, Station Road, 

TWYFORD 

0118 934 5474 

Day & Night Service 
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T AND S  

SUPPORT SERVICE 

 

Provide the highest quality of care and support to 

people in their own homes, with 25 years  

experience, working with all client groups, 

including elderly, people with mental health 

problems, people with learning disabilities. 

 

Transport for appointments, 

shopping trips etc if required. 

For more information please 

contact Tracey and Shelagh on 

07786 931060 / 

07525 211568 

ARE YOU LOSING THE 

BATTLE WITH YOUR 

GARDEN?  

HILL & HUGHES 

GARDENING   

EXPERIENCED LADY  

GARDENERS WHO CAN HELP 
WITH  

Regular maintenance   

Seasonal clear ups  

One off tidy ups   

Call  on 0118 969 3382 or     
07973713303 / 07714263877 for a 

free consultation or email  

info@hillandhughes.co.uk  

BRINGING YOUR GARDEN 

BACK TO LIFE  

mailto:info@hillandhughes.co.uk
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 ¶ NVQ Qualified 

¶ Many References available in & around 

Henley 

¶ No job too small!! 

¶ Interior & Exterior work done! 

¶ Free Competitive Quotes! - no obligation 

¶ Prompt & Friendly Service! 

¶ Full Public Liability Insurance 

¶ Specialist in Rural run down property 

J & D Mooney  

Tel: 0118 934 4230 

Mob: 07961 366535 

YOUR ñCLEANò RELIABLE QUALITY PAINTERS & DECORATORS 

- DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL - 
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Charvil Stores and Post Office  

 

OPENING HOURS  

MON  -  SUN 

7.00AM TO 9.30PM  

 

SEE OUR CONSTANTLY CHANGING SPECIAL OFFERS INSTORE              

OUR SERVICE IS SECOND TO NONE  

RELIABLE NEWSPAPER DELIVERY  

OFF LICENSE 

GROCERY AND FRESH FRUIT & VEG  

FRESH BREAD, MILK AND CAKES  

 

0118 9341 779  
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Loosing the Fight...in your garden? 

JOHN PAUL  

HADFIELD NDH 

Private Gardner.  Qualified, 

trained.  AXA Insured, FEPA, PA1, 

PA2, and PA6 

 

Cannot take away as bicycle is my fa-

vourite mode of transport.   

£12.50 per hour, 2-4 hrs 

Weekly, bi-weekly or one off. 

Good refs. Charvil based. 

Tel: 0118 9017745 

Mod: 07796 955908 

 

 

Sonning Eye, Reading, RG4 

Dinner  

     Theatre 

For ticket prices 

Including: Meal, coffee, show, car park, programme and VAT, 

or to be placed on our free Mailing List which is printed twice a 

year... 

Phone  BOX OFFICE 0118 969 8000  

  Administration 0118 969 6093 

www,millatsonning.com 

CHIROPODY - 

Mrs Angella Wade 

D.Pod.M.,M.Ch.S.,S.R.Ch 

 

State Registered Chiropodist/

Podiatrist 

Registered with Health        

Professions Council 

 

Home Visits 

Surgery: High Trees, 

105 Western Avenue, Woodley 

Tel: 0118 969 3101 
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music and dance and a 

whole lot of fun! 

 High energy, 

free spirited 

classes in 

music and 

dance 

¶ Babies (from 

3 months) 

¶ Walkers to 2 

years 

¶ 2 years to 4 

years 

Charvil, 

Henley, 

Wargrave, 

Maidenhead 

and Marlow 

Call Emma on 0118 979 2695 

Movement-rhythms-songs-instruments-guessing 

games 

*CALL NOW! PLACES LIMITED* 

madacademy.com 

 Style by Julie 

Top Hair Stylist/Beauty Therapist 

¶ Precision Hair Cutting for the 

whole family 

¶ Perm and Colour Specialist 

¶ Manicure and Nail Art 

¶ All schwarzkopf products used 

¶ Bio Sculpture Gel Overlays 

Established 26 Years 

Tel: 9341212 

The Hawthorns, Charvil 

Stockists of professional Hair and 

Beauty products 

Gift Vouchers Available 
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Charvil News is produced by Charvil Parish Council and printed by Fericon 

Printers.  

 

 

A BETTER SERVICE LTD 
 

The Homestead, Park Lane, Charvil, Berks.  RG10 9TR 

Tel: 0118 9340104 

Fax: 0118 9344380 

www.abetterserviceuk.co.uk 

¶ PORTABLE TOILET HIRE 

¶ SKIP HIRE 

¶ CESSPOOL AND SEPTIC TANK 

EMPTYING 

¶ HIGH PRESSURE JETTING 

¶ DRAIN CLEARING 

¶ GULLEY EMPTYING 

¶ DEEP LIFTING VACUUM TANKER 
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