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 Would you like to advertise 

here? 

 

Prices start from just 

£10.50!  

 

Small Advert   £10.50  

1/4 Page    £21.00  

1/2 page    £31.50  

Full page    £63.00  

Discounted rates for a series of 3  

 

E mail lizblackas@tiscali.co.uk  

Or contact Shirley on  

0118 934 0589  

Style by Julie  
Top Hair Stylist/Beauty Therapist  

Precision Hair Cutting for the 

whole family  

Perm and Colour Specialist  

Manicure and Nail Art  

All schwarzkopf products used  

Bio Sculpture Gel Overlays and 

Silk Extensions  

 

Established 24 Years  

Tel: 9341212  

The Hawthorns, Charvil  

Stockists of professional Hair and 
Beauty products  

 

 

music and dance and a 

whole lot of fun!  

High energy, 

free spirited 

classes in music 

and dance  

Babies (from 3 

months)  

Walkers to 2 

years 

2 years to 4 

years 

Charvil, 

Henley, 

Wargrave, 

Maidenhead 

and Marlow 

*CALL NOW! PLACES LIMITED*  

Call Emma on 0118 979 2695 

Movement-rhythms -songs- instruments -guessing games 

 madacademy.com 

The Piggott School Language 
and Humanities College  

COMMUNITY EDUCATION 
EVENING CLASSES 2008/9 

Autumn, Spring and Summer courses commence week beginning 27th 
September 

Beginner Courses  French, Italian, Spanish,             
 Mandarin Chinese 

Advanced Courses French, Italian, Spanish,   
  Mandarin Chinese 

Watercolours, Yoga 

Short Courses Supporting and encouraging your childõs reading, 
Public speaking, Photoship, Who do you think you are? - Genealogy 

Enrolment                                                                      
Tuesday 9th September 7.00 ñ9.00pm  

If you are interested in enrolling for any of the above 
courses please attend the enrolment evening at the school 

or phone Gillian Maloney on 0118 940 2357 or 

e mail gm@piggott. 
wokingham.sch.uk 

 

Courses will run subject to 
numbers humanities 
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Chairmanôs Foreword Summer 2008 

 

I am sitting here at the start of August wondering where the year 

is going to.  Already we have had the traditional family summer 

holiday conversations about who is doing what and where for 

Christmas. Well it is only four months away, as my sons keep 

reminding me!!  

Meanwhile as a village we have had our traditional summer 

traveller incursion.  As with their last visit to our wonderful facilities 

at East Park Farm, the ñanti-travellerò bar across the entrance 

mysteriously ñbrokeò allowing them to enter the area and then 

they simply cut through the wooden bollards adjacent to the ones 

they cut through last time.  A second set of travellers arrived soon 

after and joined them.  

I would like to thank the many of you who notified the Parish 

Council, Police and Wokingham Borough Council and to say how 

relieved we all were at their fairly short stay in the village.  I know 

it was a matter of particular concern to those of you about to go 

away on your summer holidays.  What I would also like to take the 

opportunity to do is to explain a few facts about how the travellers 

are handled.  Unfortunately there are no temporary traveller sites 

in the Borough.  If there were WBC could request them to move to 

the site and they would be required to co -operate.  While it is 

obvious criminal damage was done in allowing them to enter the 

site, unless there is proof of them doing it (ie witnesses) and you 

can identify who did it, they cannot be prosecuted.  Even if there is 

such proof, they are unlikely to be prosecuted.  Once they are 

installed you cannot relock the gate (ie lock them in) to prevent 

further travellers joining them -  it is considered a breach of their 

human rights.  This is the case if they are on private or public land.  

Once they are in situ the traveller liaison officer from WBC will 

attend to ensure all is well, check whether social services are 

required and to arrange for local schooling etc.  The police will 

attend but will not move them on simply for them to relocate into 

the next Parish.  They are served with notice to leave by the 

Council and one can only hope it will happen fairly swiftly.  It 

usually takes a couple of weeks to get things sorted out.  

What can we do?  Very little as you can tell from what I have 

written.  However there are a couple of really important things we 
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CAN do.  

Do NOT employ them.  While they may offer to do gardening and 

other outdoor tasks for you at a bargain price, the real costs to all 

of us will be much higher as it is your Council tax that is spent 

clearing up the waste they leave behind, and if it can be proved 

that the garden waste is from your garden you, not they, are held 

responsible.  Also employing them simply encourages them to 

remain in the area.   So if someone comes knocking at your door 

offering cut price quotes, ask for proof of how the waste will be 

disposed of and check they have insurance.  

Also, limit the potential for easy crime -  donôt leave doors and 

windows open or leave kidsô bikes, scooters etc lying around. 

It is also important to let your friends and neighbours know they 

are in the area.    I know this happened recently via various email 

lists, neighbourhood watch groups and so on.  

After they left, WBC have removed the majority of the rubbish left 

and have done some temporary repairs.  We are asking, as we did 

last time, for all the wooden bollards on East Park Farm to be 

replaced by concrete ones to match the replacement ones they put 

in last time.  Apparently this is not ñpolicyò and ñpolicyò is instead 

to replace them with concrete ones on an as required basis, so in 

about 10 years we should have a full set!  

Aside from Travellers, the Parish Council have been busy tackling 

the ongoing Planning issue of the Sandford Farm development.  

The plans for a light industrial estate with a retirement village 

accessible from Beggars Hill Road were refused but are currently 

being appealed.  In the meantime another application for 450 

houses, a village centre and retirement village have also been 

submitted.  In its favour, from our perspective, the second 

application does not include vehicular access from Beggars Hill 

Road.  However the massing of houses and the plans to clean up 

this contaminated site are still a major cause of concern and the 

Council continues its strong opposition to both proposals.  

Fly- tipping has been a problem of late especially in the Park Lane, 

Lands End Lane and Beggars Hill Road areas, and of particular 

concern has been bags containing asbestos.  Please be vigilant and 

report number plates and other relevant details if you think you 

witness fly - tipping.  If you see rubbish that has been fly - tipped, 

please report to WBC or the Parish Council who will pass on the 

39  

 

Loosing the Fight...in your 
garden? 

JOHN PAUL  

HADFIELD NDH 

Private Gardner.  Quali-
fied, trained.  AXA Insured, 
FEPA, PA1, PA2, and PA6 

 

Cannot take away as bicycle 
is my favourite mode of trans-
port.   

£12.50 per hour, 2-4 hrs 

Weekly, bi-weekly or one off. 

Good refs. Charvil based. 

Tel: 0118 9017745  

Mod: 07796 955908  

 

CHIROPODY -  

Mrs Angella Wade  

D.Pod.M.,M.Ch.S.,S.R.Ch  

 

State Registered Chi-

ropodist/Podiatrist  

Registered with Health 
Professions Council  

 

Home Visits  

Surgery: High Trees,  

105 Western Avenue, 
Woodley  

Tel: 0118 969 3101  

 

 

 

Sonning Eye, Reading, RG4 

Dinner  

     Theatre 
For ticket prices 

Including: Meal, coffee, show, car park, programme and VAT, 

or to be placed on our free Mailing List which is printed twice a 

year... 

Phone  BOX OFFICE 0118 969 8000  

  Administration 0118 969 6093 

www,millatsonning.com 

Come and try  

Move and Play 

£4 per ses-

sion 

First session 

FREE 

Movementñfitness  

Skillsñcreativity  

Move & Play is a great way for young 

children, from walking to 4 years, to 

develop their physical skills through 

sensory exploration and active play 

involving a range of exciting and 

innovative equipment  

Monday 10.00 ñ10.45    

Charvil Village Hall  

Call Jane on 0118 9666531  

www.moveandplay.co.uk  
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CHARVIL VILLAGE HALL      

TIMETABLE OF REGULAR CLUBS      

     
Monday        Time Room  Contact  Tel No:  

Hawthorn Quilters 09.45-12.45 CR Anita Smith 0118 934 5170 

Move and Play 09.30-11.00 Hall Jane Willoughby 0118 966 6531 

Charvil Voices 19.45-21.30 Hall 
Suzanne 
Newman 0118 934 0589 

     

Tuesday      
Ferry Lane Quilters          09.30-12.00 CR June Capon     0118 934 2708 

Charvil Quilters 13.30-16.00 CR Ellen Ranscombe   0118 934 2571 

Short Mat Bowls              14.00-16.00 Hall Shirley Newman         0118 934 0589 

Keep Fit 19.00-20.00 Hall Ginny OôBrien 01344  453568 

Pilates 20.00-21.00 Hall Ginny OôBrien  01344  453568 

     

Wednesday      
Caterpillar Club  09.45-11.30   Hall Bridget Munday 0118 9344253 

Tai Chi 13.15-14.30 Hall Chris Robson 0118 9695 301 

Short Mat Bowls 19.00-21.00   Hall Shirley Newman 0118 934 0589  

     

Thursday      
Singing for the Brain 10.30ï12.30 Hall Anne Day 0118 966 6968 

Charvil Womenôs Club  (1st Thursday)   19.45-21.45 Hall Shirley Newman     0118 934 0589 

Reading Cigarette & Post Card Club (2nd)  19.30-22.30 Hall Roy Sheppard    0118 969 5155 

Hexagon Quilters (3rd Thursday) 19.00-23.00 Hall Kirsty Howell 0118 978 9435 

Charvil Wine Circle   (4th Thursday)      19.45-22.15 CR/K Mr & Mrs G Fyffe      0118 934 2273 

     

Friday      
Mad Academy 09.30-12.15 Hall Emma Lelliott 0118 979 2695 

Mad Academy 13.40-14.40 Hall Emma Lelliott 0118 979 2695 

     

Sunday      

Charvil Girlsô Choir 18.00-19.45 Hall 
Suzanne 
Newman 0118 934 0589 

     

     
For information regarding prices and 
availability regarding the hall please 
contact Tracy Ray on    0119 934 5279 

tracy.ray@ntlworld.com      
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information to WBC who will arrange for it to be cleared up.  

Finally, my annual plea to look to your laurels -  well any sort of 

hedging that you have really.  Please check it is not overhanging 

footpaths, blocking traffic sight lines etc and if it is please cut it 

back as soon as possible.  If you do not do this, it may be reported 

to the Council and WBC can arrange to have the work done and 

charge you for it.  

Enjoy the rest of the year in Charvil.  

Alice Wilkinson  

Chairman  

Charvil Parish Council  

Edited Extracts from the Minutes of  Parish Council Meetings  

 

Meeting held on 25 th  March  2008  

Charvil Country Park Management and Fishing Rights  ï 

Council applauded the news that the land had at long last been 

handed over.  Councillor Ray was thanked for his efforts in 

applying pressure to get the hand -over expedited.    Council 

considered the reference by Chris Buggy to reconvening the Charvil 

Country Park Management Committee.  The Clerk was asked to 

write to Chris indicating that the Charvil Representatives on the 

committee would be Councillors Jeffery, Illenden and Ray.  

Quiet Lanes  -   Council reviewed a response from Keith Baker to 

the Parish Council request.  Following discussion the Clerk was 

asked to write to Keith Baker stating that the Parish Council had 

noted his comments but would nevertheless like the process of 

designating Beggars Hill Road and Lands End Lane as Quiet Lanes 

to be started as soon as possible.  

 

Meeting held on 22 nd  April  2008  

Youth Service   -   Debbie Coleman from the Wokingham Borough 

Council Youth Service addressed Council and explained that the 

Mobile Youth Facility had been sold and that the East Park Farm 

Pavilion would be used as an alternative.  The pavilion would be 

open on Monday evenings for young people to attend.  Professional 
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Youth Workers will run the sessions.  Debbie assured Council that 

reports recording attendance and the work carried out with the 

young people will be provided.  The Chairman explained that 

because of the information had been given to Council that the 

Mobile Facility would cease, only £1500 had been budgeted for this 

financial year.  The Chair further explained that requests for 

funding for projects has to be with Council before the end of 

November in the preceding year, and that invoices need to be with 

Council in February at the end of the financial year of the running 

of the project.  

Vandalism  -  Councillor Drew reported that in addition to the 

bench at St Patrickôs, the old notice board at the bus stop on Old 

Bath Road had also been vandalised.  Roger Burns is looking into 

the possibility of repair.  

St Patrickôs Annual Inspection Report  -  Councillor Drew 

explained that the recent inspection report had failed the 

roundabout and the swings because they did not meet the latest 

standard. Councillor Drew had confirmed that whilst the new 

standards were not mandatory for older equipment we might be 

considered to be responsible if there were to be an incident.  

Following lengthy discussion it was agreed that the cost of 

replacing both the roundabout and the swings be explored.  

Borough Councillorôs Report -   Councillor Graddon was not 

present having sent her apologies.  Council were informed that 

Councillor Graddon would not be standing at the forthcoming 

election.  Council expressed surprise at her sudden retirement and 

asked the Clerk to write to her, expressing the appreciation for the 

support she had given to the Parish Council and for the efforts she 

had made at the Borough Council on behalf of the residents of 

Charvil,  and to wish her good fortune for the future.  

Veteran Tree Survey   -   Councillor John Illenden confirmed that 

he and John Donaldson have now identified and plotted 103 

veteran trees in Charvil.  The list will shortly be published and will 

be available on the Wokingham Borough Council web site. Council 

thanked the two Johns for the good work.  

 

Meeting held on Tuesday 27 th  May 2008  

Glass Disposal   -  Council considered the difficulties with siting a 

glass disposal facility for general use by residents close to the 
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Keep Fit & Pilates  

Ginny O'Brien will be running the following classes on a Tuesday  

evening from the  end of September 2008 at Charvil  

village hall :  

 

Fitness and Strength Training for the over 40s  

( from 7pm -  8pm  )  

 

Pilates for Beginners  

( from 8.10pm -  9.10pm )  

 

If you are interested please contact Ginny O'Brien  

on Tel 01344 45 35 68 or email on ginny_dhillon@yahoo.co.uk   

Useful telephone numbers:  

 

Charvil Parish Council Clerk ï Irvine Cohen (tel. 901 7693)  

Our Borough Councillor ï Emma Hobbs (tel. 934 1986)  

Our Member of Parliament ï Theresa May (tel. 020 7219 

5206)  

To book Charvil Village Hall ï Tracy Ray (tel. 934 5270)  

To book St. Patrickôs Church Hall ï Natalie Potter (tel. 934 

4961)  

 

Local Newspaper Correspondents:  

Reading Chronicle ï Anne Berne (tel. 932 0192)  

Twyford Advertiser ï Alistair Beach (tel. 01628 678226)  

Twyford Times ï Lewis Rudd (tel. 936 6180)  

 

CRIME STOPPERS ï 0800 555 111  

mailto:ginny_dhillon@yahoo.co.uk
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CHARVIL PRE-SCHOOL 

The summer term at the pre-school saw a lot of activity ranging from the 
celebration of 40 years of the pre-school, a stall at the village fete, the toddle 
for Barnados and finishing up with our Sports Day on 18

th
 July (thankfully the 

rain just held off for us!).   

Looking forward to the autumn term and Christmas, we will be having an 
open day for any parents who may be interested in enrolling their child into 
the pre-school.  This will take place on Thursday 2

nd
 October between 

1.30pm and 3.00pm at the pre-school which is located at St Patricks Church 
Hall, Park View Drive North in Charvil.  Our term will finish with our Nativity 
Play which is a wonder for any parent to see! 

The pre-school provides a safe, friendly and stimulating environment for 
children approaching 3 up to school age.  The focus of the pre-school, which 
is OFSTED registered, is to give children the opportunity to learn through 
play by offering a variety of activities, ranging from painting and sticking to 
structured group work.  The staff, all of whom have experience of working 
with children and are CRB checked, provide a fantastic learning environment 
for the children, encouraging them to develop their social skills, whilst having 
lots of fun.    

If youôd like to find out more about the pre-school, arrange a visit or come 
along to our open-day on 2

nd
 October, please do not hesitate to contact 

Nadine Doble on 0118 934 0418.  Our website also gives you some 
information (www.charvilpreschool.co.uk) should you wish to visit that in the 
meantime. 

Bridget Mundy ï Parent & Committee Member 

Charvil Womenôs Club 

Throughout the past few months we have enjoyed some interesting 

talks and slide shows, and in August we have an evening outing to 

the Rainforest at Hampstead Norreys.  Our programme after that 

will be:  

4 th  September  óA History of Bricks and Brick Manufacturingô 

2nd  October  óAudio Presentation ï Music, Words and my Cameraô 

6 th  November  óWood Carving and Whittlingô 

4 th  December  Christmas Outing (usually to the Mill at Sonning)  

We are a small, friendly group and would be delighted to welcome 

new members.  We meet once a month at the Village Hall at 8pm.  

If you need further information, please contact Margaret Hudson 

on 934 0599 or Shirley Newman on 934 0589, or just turn up.  
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Village Hall. This had been tried in the past and because of 

complaints from residents it had been removed.  

Action on St Patrickôs Playground Safety Report -  Councillor 

Drew reported that quotes are being obtained for replacement 

equipment which will meet the new standards.  

Borough Councillorôs Report -   Council welcomed the new 

Borough Councillor Emma Hobbs who explained her areas of 

concern and undertook to look into the questions of landfill at the 

Hawthorns and Quiet Lanes, both issues on which the Parish 

Council is receiving little support from the Borough Council.  

Quiet Lanes  -   Council reviewed a further response from Keith 

Baker to the Parish Councilôs request that the process of 

designating Beggars Hill Road and Lands End Lane as Quiet Lanes 

be started as soon as possible. Following discussion the Clerk was 

asked to hasten a reply from Theresa May MP and to prepare a 

draft response to Keith Baker emphasising that the request was 

not solely linked to Sandford Farm and was being applied for many 

of the reasons defined in the legislation. Councillor Baker should 

additionally be asked to provide a copy of the advice he had 

obtained from the legal department and a copy of the minutes of 

Wokingham Borough Council and relevant documents where the 

Policy he describes was approved. He should also be asked if any 

other applications have been received and the response given to 

these, and if the Borough Council is aware of any applications 

acted upon by other Borough/District Councils.  

Annual Parish Meeting  -   In response to a question raised at the 

Annual Parish Meeting about landfill in The Hawthorns the Clerk 

had contacted Wokingham Borough Council.  A letter from 

Wokingham Borough Council had been received which identified a 

site behind the Village Hall as being landfill.  Borough Councillor 

Hobbs undertook to obtain a copy of the map.  

Parish Conference   -   Nothing further has been heard from 

Wokingham Borough Council who have been asked to put the issue 

of  óQuiet Lanesô on the Agenda for the 8th  October 2008 meeting.  

 

Meeting held on Tuesday 24 th  June 2008  

Authorisation of End of Year Audit Declaration -   The Audit 

Declaration which includes Statement of Accounts & the 

Governance Statement for the year ending 31 st  March 2008 was 

http://www.charvilpreschool.co.uk/
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considered and approved by Council and signed by the Chair of 

Council and by the Clerk.  

Action on St Patrickôs Playground Safety Report ï Recently 

received quotes for replacement equipment which meet the new 

standards, were considered by Council. Following discussion it was 

agreed that the offer from Playground Facilities using Wet Pour 

safety surface represented best value.  The Recreation Committee 

was asked to fully consider the offers for approval at the next 

Parish Council Meeting.  

Replacement bench at St. Patrickôs -   The Assistant Parish Clerk 

is in contact with Waitrose to negotiate provision of a sponsored 

bench.  Should this not be forthcoming Council will consider 

funding a replacement.  

Quiet Lanes  -   Council reviewed a further response from Keith 

Baker to the Parish Councilôs request that the process of 

designating Beggars Hill Road and Lands End Lane as Quiet Lanes 

be started as soon as possible. Following discussion the Clerk was 

asked to hasten a reply from Theresa May MP.   

The Clerk had contacted BALC for advice on implementing the 

Quiet Lanes Legislation but had received little helpful advice. He 

had also re - read the advice on the Department of Transport Quiet 

Lanes Statutory Guidance web -site and it was clear that the Local 

Highways Authority (Wokingham Borough Council) was responsible 

for implementing the legislation.  Further action was deferred to 

the next meeting.  

Annual Parish Meeting  -   In response to a question raised at the 

Annual Parish Meeting about landfill in The Hawthorns the Clerk 

had contacted the Environmental Agency and had downloaded the 

map which unfortunately was not clear enough to accurately pin 

point the area being referred to. The Clerk was asked to establish 

from the Agency exactly how one gets the designation removed if 

there is no evidence to support it.   

Parish Conference   -   Nothing further has been heard from 

Wokingham Borough Council who have been asked to put the issue 

of  óQuiet Lanes ó on the Agenda for the 8th  October 2008 meeting  
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Reading & District Cigarette Card & Postcard Club  

The Reading & District Cigarette Card & Postcard Club has been 

meeting in Twyford and district for at least 35 years, and have 

been a regular user of  Charvil Village Hall almost from its opening. 

It is ideal for our monthly Thursday evening meeting, the second 

Thursday of each month at 7.30pm, while on the fourth Thursday 

of the month at 7.30pm we meet at St. Patrickôs Church Hall, 

Charvil.  

Our meetings consist of talks and slide shows on the different 

themes of the collecting hobbies, sometimes given by outside 

guest speakers, and very often by club members. Other evenings 

involve quarterly auctions, very often selling off postcards and 

cigarette cards on behalf of members of the public. Displays and 

competitions also feature regularly. An opportunity to buy and sell 

cards is an important part of every meeting. The Club has 72 

members with a regular fortnightly attendance of 30 members. The 

members are drawn from a radius of about 15 miles of Charvil, 

although some postal members live in Swindon, Wantage and 

Cornwall.  

The highlight of the Clubôs year is the Annual Postcard & Cigarette 

Card Fair, together with the Clubôs Annual Display Board 

Competition. This yearôs Fair took place at the Rivermead Leisure 

Centre, Reading on June 29th.  Over 750 people attended the fair 

which included the 90 dealers, visitors and dealers come from all 

over the country, such is the reputation of the clubôs fair.This 

yearôs Fair was another brilliant success, and some of the proceeds 

will be donated to a local charity.  

Collecting of cards, stamps etc. seems to mainly be the hobbies for 

the older sections of the population, to many it is a continuation 

from their childhood interests, while others start again from an 

earlier abandoned collecting interest, but sadly most of todayôs 

children do not have any interest in collecting in general. Card 

collecting is educational and interesting, and by joining a club and 

meeting other enthusiasts it is socially very rewarding.  

If anyone has any old postcards or cigarette cards that they would 

like free advice on, or details about the Club or the hobbies, then 

please ring the Secretary, Geoff Ashton on 01628 -637868.  

 

Roy Sheppard     (Publicity Officer)  
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School.  To finish the term, the ladies enjoyed a summer meal at 

the Green Man in Hurst.  

The year ahead includes participation in both Woking and Bath 

Festival, a Christmas concert with Charvil Girlsô Choir and a 

workshop with one of Englandôs leading conductors, David 

Lawrence.  This workshop will be taking place on October 4 th  

between 2.00 and 5.00pm.  We will be working on some Christmas 

carols ï both traditional and modern.  If there are any ladies who 

would like to join us for the afternoon, please contact us on the 

number below.  

We do have a few spaces in the choir from September, so if you 

enjoy singing and can show commitment, please get in touch, we 

would love to hear from you!  

Suzanne Newman  

Musical Director  

0118 9340589  

MAD Academy  

Once again MAD Academy has just finished a wonderful Summer 

term of classes. So if you were off to the park and heard some 

wonderful renditions of ñRaining Menò or ñGrease Lighteningò, that 

was the MAD classes going on.  

As class goers will testify, our philosophy is one of free -spirited 

creativity combined with developmental learning. Through the use 

of songs, instruments, rhythm and listening games, children can 

develop their language skills, motor skills, social skills and co -

ordination, as well as confidence and self -esteem. Using simple 

choreographed moves targeted at the developmental ability of the 

child increases their motor skills allowing them to learn to control 

their movements and recognize how their bodies work, whatever 

their age.  

And for those who are unable to attend our Friday morning 

sessions, weôll be continuing with our afternoon session for 

Walkers to 4 years.  

The new term begins with classes from Friday 12 th  September. 

Booking is essential. For details of classes or fab parties, call Emma 

o n  0 1 1 8  9 7 9  2 6 9 5  o r  e m a i l  h e r  a t : 

emma.lelliott@madacademy.com.  
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Planning Matters considered at recent Parish Council 

Meetings  

The Council had no objection to the following applications:  

0376 Conservatory at 41 The Hawthorns.   

0450 Erect Single storey and two storey rear extensions at 102 The 

Hawthorns  

0529 Erect two storey front extension at 43 Park View Drive South   

0553 (amend 1415)  Two storey front extension at Willowdene, 2a 

Old Bath Rd.   

0667 Erect two storey front extension at 41 Chiltern Drive  

0864 Conservatory at 27 East Park Farm Drive  

0881 Demolish garage & erect two storey rear extension & new 

detached garage. (Revision of 2755) at Rose Cottage, Lands 

End Lane  

0906 Conservatory at 57 The Hawthorns  

1004 Erect single storey rear extension at 11 Kingsley Close  

1073 Two storey side extension to form garage with rooms over. 

Convert  existing garage to habitable room and enlarge 

existing front dormer, at 18 St Patrickôs Ave.  

1091 Single storey side extension at 47 Gingells Farm Road.             

1210 Erect 1 detached dwelling on land to rear of 1 -3 Cheviot 

Drive. The Clerk was asked to write in support of this 

application.  

1283 Change velox window to dormer at rear of Dandy, Milestone 

Ave.  

1265 Erect two storey & single storey rear extensions plus raise 

roof with rear dormer windows at 55 Park View Drive North.  

The Council made comment on the following applications:  

2895 Erect two linked detached dwellings & garages at 23 Park 

View Drive South:  The following comment, was sent before 

the meeting  because of an early closing date.  
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ñIn the light of the more recent submission of a Design 

and Access Statement this Council would reinforce its 

objection to this application. As stated previously this 

Council has serious concerns about the proposed access 

(through Pipistrelle Way )  and would support the 

residents of Pipistrelle Way in objecting to this proposed 

development.  Residents are concerned at the danger, 

damage and disruption which servicing a building site 

through Pipistrelle Way, which is a narrow, brick tile 

surfaced cul -de-sac without footpaths and close to the 

frontage of properties, will cause.  Site vehicles 

accessing through Pipistrelle Way would be unacceptable 

and cause much aggravation. Council therefore 

recommends that this application be refused.ò 

0396 Single storey side and front extensions at 10 Foxes Walk.  ï 

Following discussion the Clerk was asked to write as follows:  

 The extension is close to the rear boundary. Neighbours, 

particularly those in the Hawthorns should be consulted.   

0472 Demolish existing house and erect 2 detached dwellings at 2 

Strathmore Drive.   Following discussion the Clerk was asked 

to write as follows:  

ñThree previous applications have been submitted for 
demolishing the existing building and redeveloping this site.  

More recently a third application was submitted to develop 3 

houses, this was again refused by Wokingham Borough 

Council. This new application is similar to the second 

application 1999/70159/F for demolishing the existing house 

& erecting 2 detached dwellings, which was refused by 

Wokingham District Council and again dismissed on appeal.  

Street Scene.  Whilst there has been some change to the lay

-out on this new application it will have a similar damaging 

effect on the open street scene of Strathmore Drive as that 

of the previous refused applications by presenting a cramped 

development at the entrance to the estate. The reference to 

Pipistrelle Way has no relevance to the street scene at the 

entrance to Strathmore Drive, which was the reason for 

previous refusals. Reference to the proposed redevelopment 
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ñAfter arriving at Birmingham Town Hall we were shown to our 

dre ssing room where we warmed up for our performance.  We 

sang óSeasons of loveô, Irish blessingô,ô Be simple little childrenô, 

óFields of goldô and óClimbing up the mountain, childrenô.  

Everything went smoothly and when we had finished we were all 

really pleased with what our hours of practising had turned into.  

Both the main choir and Step On Stage had been selected to sing 

outside at lunchtime.  Despite rather blustery conditions, this was 

great fun.  Step On Stage sang at the Adrian Boult Hall which is 

part of the Birmingham Conservatoire.  When it came for us to 

compete we all performed enthusiastically and had a lot of fun, (it 

sounded good as well!)  We came off the stage buzzing ï all our 

performances had gone really well.  We had a bit of free time, so 

as teenage girls, we decided to use to do some shopping before 

making our way back to the hall to receive the adjudications, which 

were very positive.  After this we got back on the coach having had 

a great time in Birmingham!  It was a great experience for 

everyone and we all hope to be given the chance to compete in the 

finals again next year!ò 

The choir have a busy year ahead.  Performances include a concert 

with the Reading Phoenix Choir, a concert for the Scout Fellowship, 

Cheltenham Festival and a two -day concert tour.  We do have a 

few spaces in the choir for 11 -18 year olds so if anyone would like 

more information, they can get in touch.  You need to be able to 

sing in tune and show commitment and enthusiasm.  Please look at 

our website for more information ï www.charvilgirlschoir.co.uk .  

Suzanne Newman  

Musical Director  

0118 9340589  

CHARVIL VOICES  

Charvil Voices is a new choir for ladies that started in April this 

year.  The choir has about 25 members from Charvil, Twyford and 

the surrounding area.  The ladies meet on Monday evenings at 

Charvil Village Hall to rehearse a varied repertoire which has 

included óMay it beô from óThe Lord of the Ringsô, óYou raise me upô 

and óThe complete history of western musicô.  After only a few 

rehearsals the choir took part in their first performance as guests 

of the Charvil Girlsô Choir at their summer concert at Leighton Park  

http://www.charvilgirlschoir.co.uk
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THE CATERPILLAR CLUB (Mother & Toddler Group)  

We have been really pleased to welcome some new faces over the 

last term and we hope that we will welcome more in the run up to 

Christmas.   

The Caterpillar Club is an informal and relaxed Mother & Toddler 

Group that takes place every Wednesday morning during term -

time in Charvil Village Hall.  The session starts around 10am and 

runs until 11.30am.  We offer a range of toys to play with and 

there is always a craft activity and playdough to keep your little 

ones occupied.  We also have a dedicated baby area for our 

youngest members.  The group is open to any carers with little 

ones, whether youôre a grandparent, nanny, aunty etc and even if 

youôre not Charvil based, you are very welcome to come and give 

us a go!  Itôll give your little one the chance to burn off some of 

that energy that they have some much of at this age!  

If youôd like to find out more about this group, please do not 

hesitate to contact Bridget Mundy on 0118 934 4253 or just come 

along any term - time Wednesday morning ï weôll be glad to 

welcome you.  

** We are looking for any volunteers in the area who 

would be prepared to help us by serving the drinks and 

biscuits at coffee time and do the washing up.  It would 

probably require a little over an hour a week of your 

time and if enough interest was shown, Iôd like to have 

a rota going.  If you could help, please call Bridget 
Mundy on 0118 934 4253.**  

CHARVIL GIRLSô CHOIR 

The 40 strong girlôs choir have enjoyed a busy and successful first 

year.  The girls come from as far afield as Bracknell, Eversley and 

Woodcote to rehearse on Sunday evenings at Charvil Village Hall.  

The highlight of the year has to be reaching the finals of the 

National Festival of Music for Youth following an audition round in 

Poole back in March.  The choir was chosen as one of 25 choirs 

from all across the country to take part in the finals in Birmingham 

on July 8 th .  Also taking part were Step On Stage ï a small group 

of the older girls who specialise in music theatre.  Here is a 

summary of the day from one of the choir members, Rosie 

Hodsdon.  
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of 43 Old Bath Road, which has recently been refused, 

should similarly not influence the decision on this application.  

Highway / Traffic    In addition Council is concerned at the 

effect of such a development on the already hazardous 

junction of Old Bath Road with Park Lane, which is very close 

to the proposed entrances to this site. These problems have 

been little improved by the recent introduction of a mini 

roundabout, nor by the access created for Pipistrelle Way. 

Having an additional access close to the exit from 

Strathmore Drive can only add to the danger at these 

junctions.  

All the reasons given for rejecting the previous 

applications still apply to this new application.   It is 

therefore this Councilôs recommendation that this 

application should be refused.  

The following applications have been  taken to Appeal :  

0697 & 1486 Two & Four Houses at 15 Charvil House Road.  

Hearing to be held on 3 April. The Chair of Planning will attend.  

Appeal against Refusal  

2158 Failure to discharge conditions approved on appeal to 

incorporate front & rear extensions  at 25 Park View Drive 

South.  A draft response was considered. The Clerk was 

asked to respond as follows: -   

Council would make the following comment on the 

developers óGrounds for Appealô documents. 

    The main issue which concerns both this Council and 

many residents is the failure of the Developer to 

adhere to the conditions set by the Inspector when 

he approved the first appeal and thereby set the 

design for this development. There was no condition 

that could have indicated to the developer that any 

aspect of the design could be changed.  It should be 

noted that it was only the vigilance of the 

neighbours, which brought these violations to light.  
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The óGrounds for Appealô document does not fully 

reflect the history of this development: -  

The first application F/2004/3195 was for five 

detached houses.  This was withdrawn after 

discussion with Wokingham Borough Council.  The 

two large houses at the front on that application, 

each had a declared floor area of 254.27 square 

metres.  

The second application F/2005/4123 was for seven 

houses.  This was refused by Wokingham Borough 

Council.  The two large front houses on that 

application each had a declared floor area of 227.25 

square metres.  

The second application F/2005/4123 was then 

approved on appeal.  

A third application F/2007/0223 was then submitted 

but this was not proceeded with.  

A fourth retrospective application F/2007/2158 was 

then submitted requesting that the extensions, 

which violated the plans approved on appeal, be 

permitted.  This application was refused by 

Wokingham Borough Council.  

This fourth application, refused by Wokingham 

Borough Council is the subject of this appeal.  This 

application notably does not give details of the area 

of the extension.  It does however appear to be 

sufficient to bring the total area of the new buildings 

close to that of the original withdrawn application.  

The recent claimed conversations between the 

planning officers and the developers are irrelevant.  

The Inspector agreed the proposed design (already 

modified in response to discussion with the Planning 

Officer) for very sound planning reasons in the face 

of strong opposition to the appeal by Wokingham 

Borough Council, by Charvil Parish Council and by 

31  

 

FROM THE CLUBS  

CHARVIL ART GROUP  

 The Group is now coming to the end of its summer break and our 

weekly meetings in St Patrick's will start again on the 3rd 

September.  

As usual the Group held an exhibition at the Charvil Summer Fete, 

our next exhibition will be on Saturday the 4th October in St 

Patricks and we hope many of you will come along to see our 

paintings.  

 If anyone would like to join our Group you will be most welcome.  

 Joyce Wray, Secretary  

Charvil Short Mat Bowling Club  

The club was formed in 1988 following the building of the village 

hall in Park Lane and we have always had a thriving, enthusiastic 

membership.  However, there is always room for new members 

and if you are interested please come along and try the game.  We 

play from 2 ï 4 on Tuesday afternoons and 7 ï 9 on Wednesday 

evenings throughout the winter months.  The winter session for 

2008/9 will start on Tuesday 9 th  and Wednesday 10 th  September, 

both of which will be óopenô sessions and no entrance fee is 

charged.  

We do have spare sets of bowls which you can borrow, but you do 

need flat -bottomed shoes to protect the mats.  

We would be pleased to see you.   Either turn up on a Tuesday 

afternoon or Wednesday evening, or contact me on 934 0589 if 

you require further information.  

Shirley Newman, Secretary  

Twyford Judo Club  at Twyford Community Centre meets:  

Wednesdays during term time:  

Age 5 -10  4pm -5pm  

Age 10+  5pm -6pm  

Contact Twyford Community Centre 0118 9340891  
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The international charity on your doorstep  

Whether the situation is war, famine, natural disaster or simply poverty, 
what a child needs first is food.  

Feed The Children UK ®, from its head office on Ruscombe Business Park, 

delivers many tonnes of life -saving aid each year; food, blankets, 
toiletries, medicines and education supplies.  

The difference made is incalculable.  Children who can concentrate in 
school because they are not hungry can get more from their education; 
families can begin to recover from a natural disaster if they are given 
blankets and warm clothes.  

The difference is made by Feed The Childrenôs generous supporters, who 
donate financially and in kind to help some of the poorest children on 
earth.  

Volunteers needed  

If you have half a day a month or more to spare, Feed The Children could 
use your skills and experience.  

Fundraising events  

Office administration  

Mailing stuffing  

Sorting and packing donated aid  

Are just some of the tasks taken on by volunteers -  which mean the 
charity can do its essential work of putting food and other essentials into 
the hands of people who need them most.  

If you can help, please visit the office Monday -  Friday, 9 -5, telephone or 

email:  

2 Tavistock Industrial Estate, Ruscombe Lane, Ruscombe, Twyford. 
RG10 9NJ  

Tel:  0118 932 0095           Fax:  0118 934 4957  

Email:  info@feedthechildren.org.uk      

Web:  www.feedthechildren.org.uk  
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the neighbouring residents. It would therefore not 

have been appropriate for the Local Planning Office 

to agree changes to the design approved by an 

Inspector on appeal. 

The Public sees the Inspector to be acting as a Judge / 

Arbitrator in resolving planning disputes, and as 

such all the parties concerned should respect the 

plans he has approved. Parish Councils being the 

closest level of local government to the electors are 

most aware of public cynicism about the planning 

process.  Compromise, which ignores any of these 

flagrant violations, can only bring the planning 

process into disrepute. The current clear violations 

of the approved plan should, therefore, not be 

accepted and rectification of the existing 

construction to meet the original inspectors 

approved design must be insisted upon.  

This Council presumes that there is little point in 

reiterating all the points made in opposing the 

original application.  These have all been fully 

recorded but it should be emphasised that two 

specific aspects of the present buildings are in 

conflict with the Inspectorôs approval.  The rear 

extensions reduce the amenity space of both 

buildings to an unacceptable degree and the 

extensions to the front of the house detract from 

the street scene.  Both these aspects of the design 

are in clear conflict with the local plan.  

It is therefore this Councilôs unanimous view that this 

second appeal should be refused and the developer 

forced to correct the aspects of the build which do not 

comply with the plans approved by the first Inspector and 

now conflict with the requirements of the local plan.  

Were these violations to be ignored, it would set an 

extremely dangerous precedent for other developers to 

similarly ignore conditions set on appeal.  
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The following applications were approved by Wokingham 

Borough Council :  

0128 Erect Car Port between Garage and Dwelling at 105 The 

Hawthorns  

2872 Erect gates, shed, kennels & canopy ( Retrospective) at 

Briafields, Waingels Rd.  

0211 Erect Hay and Straw Barn at Newlands Farm, Loddon Drive  

0396 Single storey side and front extensions at 10 Foxes Walk.  

0376 Conservatory at 41 The Hawthorns.  

2895 Erect 2 Linked detached Houses at land to rear of 23 Park 

View Drive South.  

0450 Erect two storey & single storey rear extensions at 102 The 

Hawthorns.  

0529 Erect two storey front extension at 45 Park View Drive South.  

0864 Conservatory at 27 East Park Farm Drive.  

1004 Erect single storey rear extension at 11 Kingsley Close  

0881 Demolish garage & erect two storey rear extension & new 

detached garage at Rose Cottage, Lands End Lane  

0906 Conservatory at 57 The Hawthorns  

Appeal Withdrawn  

1024 Appeal against refusal to allow development of 8 flats at 43 

Old Bath Road.              Note: -  appeal against refusal 

2433 will continue.  

The following applications were refused by Wokingham 

District Council :  

3113 Demolish single storey side extension and erect  two -storey 

side extension plus raise existing roof at Pooh Corner, Waingels 

Road.  

0667 Erect two -storey front extension at 41 Chiltern Drive  

 

29  

 

Singing for the Brain  
Supported by the Alzheimerôs Society ~ 

Wokingham Branch  

 

Singing sessions for people with dementia or memory 
difficulties to share with family carers or friends; 

supported by volunteers & led by an inspiring 
facilitator.  

The Wokingham groups will hold sessions at:  

 

The Cornerstone , All Saints Church, 
Wokingham,   

on the following Tuesdays, 10.30 am to 12.00pm: 

September 16th, 23rd, 30th, October 7th 

November 4th, 11th, 18th, 25th   

 

Charvil Village Hall, The Hawthorns, Park 
Lane, Charvil, 

on the following Thursdays, 10.30 am to 12.00pm: 

September 18th, 25th, October 2nd, 9th    

November 6th, 13th, 20th, 27th, December 4th 

 

To join us or for further information contact:  

Anne Day ï 0118 966 6968 or Gwen Turner ï 0118 978 4815 
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Free Home Fire Safety Check  

Royal Berkshire Fire and Rescue Service can provide a free 
home fire safety check, fit free smoke alarms  where 

necessary and give advice on the action to be taken in the 
event of fire and the points to consider when making a home 

fire escape plan.  

To arrange your free home fire safety check phone or e mail:  

Community Fire Safety   

Freephone: 0800 587 6679   

e mail: communitysafety@rbfrs.co.uk  

Reducing Home Fire Risk  

Is your home safe?  

Do you have smoke alarms?  

Do you know what to do if a fire occurs in your home?  

 

Smoke Alarms  

Every year Royal Berkshire Fire and Rescue Service is called 
out to approximately 500 fires in the home, of which 60 

result in injury or death.  

Smoke alarms are the first line of defence against fire.  They 
are designed to detect fire in its early stages and can give 

you those precious few moments to get out safely.  

What to do in case of fire...  

Put your Fire Action Plan into 

operation immediately.  

Raise the alarm.  

Get everyone together and  

Get out.  Call the Fire 

Service out.  Stay out.  
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The following applications were refused on appeal:  

1486 & 0697 Appeal against refusal to allow development at 15 

Charvil House Road.  

2433 Appeal against refusal to allow development of 8 flats at 43 

Old Bath Road.  

2673 First floor extension at 7 Old Bath Road.  

New Proposals for Sandford Farm  -   Council considered a 

document published by a developer announcing a public meeting to 

consider new proposals for the development of the site.  It was 

noted with concern that this still included a retirement area with 

access onto Beggars Hill Road.  It was recommended that 

Councillors attend the meeting. It was agreed that the issue be 

discussed in the April Newsletter and at the Annual Parish Meeting 

in May.  

 

FULL DETAILS OF ALL THE APPLICATIONS REFERRED TO 

ABOVE CAN BE FOUND ON:   www.wokingham.gov.uk  

 

Donations  : Council agreed to the following award: -  

Council unanimously approved a donation of £150 to Berkshire 

Blind Society.  

0605 Erect two story & single story rear extension plus raise roof 

with rear dormer windows at 55 Park View Drive North.  

0472 Demolish existing and erect 2 detached dwellings at 2 

Strathmore Drive.  

CLPU Application Refused  

0832 Insufficient information to determine change of use.  
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VILLAGE NOTICE BOARD  

PARISH COUNCILLORS  

 Alice Wilkinson  Chairman of Council  9320264  

Jim Gillett  Vice-Chairman of Council  9697156  

Nick Ray  Finance  0341834  

Shirley Newman  Village Hall Management    

Committee  
9340589  

Jackie Jeffery  Planning  9690834  

Michael Forrer    9341989  

John Illenden  Environment  9706773  

Chris Drew  Highways & Public Transport  9545424  

John Davies    9345258  

Liz Black  Amenities & Recreation  9017980  

CHARVIL PARISH COUNCIL OFFICERS  

Irvine Cohen    Parish Clerk    9017693  

Tracy Ray    Assistant Parish Clerk    9345270  

CHARVIL PARISH COUNCIL MEETINGS FOR 2008  

16 September 2008 Village Hall & Amenities  

23 September 2008 Full Council Meeting  

21 October 2008 Village Hall & Amenities  

28 October 2008 Full Council Meeting  

18 November 2008 Village Hall & Amenities  

25 November 2008 Full Council Meeting  

9 December 2008 Village Hall & Amenities  

16 December 2008 Full Council Meeting  

 

Meetings commence at 8pm and are held in the Village Hall , 

residents are very welcome to attend these meetings.  
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PUBLICATIONS ABOUT CHARVIL  

The Twyford & Ruscombe Local History Society has produced two 

publications covering Charvil village and adjacent areas:  

 

 A Walk Around Charvil  

This booklet gives an account of all the roads in the Parish, 

detailing the main points of interest and personalities.  It covers 

the historical background from around 2,000 BC, when the area 

formed part of the Manor of Sonning, the spelling of óCharvilô and 

shows the population growth from 1900 onwards.  It continues to 

be within the ecclesiastical boundary of Sonning and formed its 

own Parish Council in 1970 and from 1988, its own village hall.  

The oldest items recorded are Charvil Farm from around 1650, 

East Park Farm from around 1750, and the Turnpike along the Old 

Bath Road in 1736.  There are many items of interest in the 

booklet including Charvil during the last war and details of local 

residents and trades people etc.  

 

 Dick Righton Recalls Sandford and East Park Farms  

This booklet recalls how Dickôs grandparents and parents farmed 

Sandford Farm from 1847 until 1912, and the adjacent East Park 

Farm until 1928.  It gives us an insight into the day - to -day 

activities at East Park Farm before electricity, the number of cows, 

horses, pigs and sheep and other animals, the farm workers 

employed etc and many other interesting aspects about life on the 

farm in those early days,  It also gives us particulars of Dick 

Rightons school days, his apprenticeship, (he chose not to follow 

his parents into farming), his work at Miles Aircraft during the war 

and finally at Huntley & Palmers and also his involvement with 

many local organisations over several years.  

 

If you are interested in local history and are new to this area these 

books are a ómust haveô.  Both are available from Charvil Village 

Stores & Post Office, or direct from the author on 0118 934 5791.  

 

Bill Crane  
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they experienced various activities including abseiling, canoeing, 

archery and team games.  

Year 8 students had an óItôs a knockoutô competition which were 

fun events, followed by a days orienteering on the South Downs.  

 A careers day was organised for the Year 9 students and guest 

speakers were invited from various local Further Education 

Colleges as well as representatives from Community Wardens and 

Health and Social Care professionals.  The end of Key Stage 3 was 

celebrated by a visit to Thorpe Park.   

Year 10 had some very informative sessions as part of the Healthy 

Schools Programme which included knife crime, sexual health, 

delay training, first aid and alcohol awareness.  

The activity days were also an opportunity for holding an induction 

day for the new sixth form students who will start their AS courses 

in September.  

Staff and students all agreed that the days were both valuable and 

enjoyable.  

 

Piggott Pupils Meet Author Tanya Landman  

 

Just two days before the winner was announced of the prestigious 

Carnegie Medal, nine students and the school librarian from Piggott 

went to meet Tanya Landman one of the shortlisted authors.  They 

joined students from schools all over Berkshire listening to Tanya 

at the Education Library Service in Reading.  The pupils had been 

reading her novel Apache as part of the national shadowing 

scheme for this major childrenôs literature prize.  Although Apache 

is a serious story of a young Native American girl who becomes a 

warrior to fight the persecution of her people, the author gave a 

very amusing talk about her previous careers in PR for Bristol Zoo 

(which included appearing as Kevin the Teddy) and performing 

with Storybox Theatre.  

Although Apache did not win the Carnegie Medal (the award went 

to Philip Reeveôs óHere Lies Arthurô) the book was such a favourite 

with Piggott pupils that they have invited Tanya Landman to visit 

the school in November.  She has been asked to run a creative 

writing workshop for year 8 students.  
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Report from your new Borough Councillor, Emma Hobbs  

 

This is my first report to you as your Borough Councillor. Firstly I 

want to thank you for your support during the local elections. 

Awaiting the results at the count was nerve racking; having 

partially drank 3 cups of coffee.  

I have attended all the Council and Group meetings at WBC, the 

new leader David Leigh certainly has his head screwed on and is 

working hard for the whole Borough.  

Over the last couple of months since the elections I have been 

asked to open a number of events all of which fell when I was on 

holiday.  However, I have kept dates free in the diary for next 

year.  

I have taken over from Pamela some of the ongoing issues, one of 

these being the Sandford Farm Development. A new application 

has been put in place for 492 homes and I have it in writing that 

Beggars Hill Road will not be used for access. I will keep you 

informed on the outcome.  

15 Charvil House Road and 43 Old Bath Road have both had their 

appeals squashed by the inspectors. In the event you hear any 

further plans, please do not hesitate in letting me know.  

Chiltern Drive -  I have spoken with the owner of the land and we 

came to an agreement that if his application for a house was not 

granted he would put up a proper (hopefully damage proof) fence.  

I explained to the owner that I had lived in Charvil for 22 years and 

the site had not changed or been modified in all this time, 

therefore, no more excuses, as I want this land to have proper 

fencing.  He has agreed to my requests and I have a diary date to 

make contact with him to see how his application is working out.  

Hedges -  may I ask residents to keep their hedges cut back during 

the summer months. There have been a couple of reports where 

children in pushchairs have had misses. Not only does it keep 

Charvil tidy, but most importantly keeps children and dogs safe 

from accidents.  

Garden Waste Recycling -  North of Charvil. It is hoped that the 

Green bags will be allocated to the North of Charvil in the autumn; 

in the meantime grass cuttings can be placed in black plastic bags 

and will be taken by the refuse collectors. I am aware this is not 
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solving the Green issue, but until WBC give the go -ahead for the 

Green Bags you can use bin liners.  

Street Lighting, North Charvil -  Several residents in North Charvil 

have complained about the lack of street lighting.   I have taken 

this matter up with WBC, however currently I am sorry to say that 

there are no funds available to undertake this. I will investigate in 

2009 to see if we can get a budget allocated for lighting.  

We have a new PCSO, Chris Caldwell.  Chris is very conscientious 

and is fully aware of our small group of troublemakers that parade 

around Charvil. He can be seen regularly on the beat and is 

available for comments or assistance where required.  

Travellers -  as we know they appeared at East Park Farm twice. I 

am talking to the Travellers and Gypsy Department to see if we 

can find some form of security that prevents Travellers entering, 

but still allowing access for the people who need to use the playing 

area.  

In the meantime, I do ask that residents DO NOT TAKE UP OFFERS 

of clearing gardens, hedges, cutting trees or tarmac on drives,   

although it may seem cheap, it is not in the long run, the job is not 

done properly and the waste is then dumped by the road side, 

which involves the Council to pay and clear up. If you see any fly 

tipping please report the car number plate to the WBC or myself.  

I am still finding my feet, but I am available for the residents of 

Charvil. I can be contacted on 07530 460314 or email 

emma.hobbs@wokingham.gov.uk  

Finally, my sincere thanks to Pamela Graddon for all her hard work 

over the years and I take this opportunity to wish you all well for 

the summer.  

 

Emma Hobbs  
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Meet 10.00 after parking in field accessed through CP at the Old 

Shire Horse Centre on A4 at Maidenhead Thicket, SU 849803   Con-

sider having lunch or a drink afterwards at either the Shire Horse 

Centre or the pub                                                0118 961 8014  

Thursday 16th October: Juddmonte Farm, Thames Path, As-

ton House & Culham Farms, 5.5 miles  

Meet  10.30 from Cockpole Green after parking along the Green, SU 

800810             

                                                  0118 940 3426 / 07774 230784      

Sunday 26th October: Through fields & forestry plantations, 

5 miles  Meet 10.30 roadside forest car park on Eversley to Heck-

field road (under power lines), SU 760613    

                                                                           0118 976 1199      

Thursday 30th October: Monks Alley & Orange Hill, 4.5 miles  

Meet  10.30 parking area at Wicks Green accessed along gravel 

drive beside 65, Stevenson Drive, off Terrace Road North, Binfield, 

SU 841714  

                                                                          0118 901 6394  

The Piggott School  

Activities Days  

 

Each year the school holds four activities days.  These days are set 

aside so that teachers can take students for educational visits off -

site without disrupting the normal curriculum.  

Two of the activity days were Friday 27 th  June and Monday 30 th  

June.  As the days were either side of a weekend this enabled Year 

7 students to take part in a residential trip in Shropshire where  

mailto:emma.hobbs@wokingham.gov.uk
http://www.multimap.com/maps/?hloc=GB|SU%20849803#map=51.51525,-0.77786|14|4&loc=GB:51.51525:-0.77786:14|SU 849803|SU 849803
http://www.multimap.com/maps/?hloc=GB|SU%20800810#map=51.526,-0.83336|15|4&loc=GB:51.52226:-0.8483:14|SU 800810|SU 800810
http://www.multimap.com/maps/?hloc=GB|SU%20760613#map=51.34571,-0.91017|14|4&loc=GB:51.34571:-0.91017:14|SU 760613|SU 760613
http://www.multimap.com/maps/?hloc=GB|SU%20849803#map=51.43537,-0.7915|14|4&loc=GB:51.43537:-0.7915:14|SU 841714|SU 841714
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Loddon Valley Ramblers, Autumn walks  

Loddon Valley Ramblers will be walking somewhere near you this 

autumn!  

Weôre a friendly group and we always welcome new walkers so find 

your comfy shoes and come along.  

You can just turn up at the start of one of the walks or phone one 

of the numbers below or Daphne Perridge (0118 989 3860) for 

more information.  

(SU is the ordnance survey map grid reference ï if you type it into 

Multimap it will give the map)  

 

Thursday 4th September: Hall Place College & Ashley Hill 

with good views over the Thames Valley, 4.5 miles  

Meet  10.30 car park Dewdrop Inn, Hurley, SU 823815   

0118 940 3158   

Thursday 18th September: Lily Hill & Swinley Park, 5 miles  

Meet  10.30 car park Longhill Park, Bulbrook, Bracknell, SU 893693  

                                                                          0118 934 2273    

Sunday 21st September: Great Chalk Wood, Cold Harbour & 

back on Thames Path, 6 miles  

Meet  10.00 car park behind Catherine Wheel pub, Goring (if com-

ing from bridge over Thames, take first street right , Manor Rd, 

and follow it round to Catherine Wheel), SU 599804                            

01344 762658 / 07896 170542    

Sunday 28th September: Millbridge, Frensham Little and 

Great Ponds, Frensham Village, 6 miles  

Meet 9.15 Hartley Wintney public car park for car share, SU 

768571 : or 10.00 from Hollowdene Recreation Ground car park, 

Millbridge, Frensham (Post Office & Village Shop), SU 845422  

(about ½ hour from Hartley Wintney)  

                                                  0118 978 0901 / 07775 694011         

Sunday 5th October: Maidenhead Thicket & Pinkneyôs Green, 

5.5 miles   
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Update from new PCSO for Charvil  

 

Iôm the new PCSO Officer for Charvil, Sonning and Hurst, Chris 

Caldwell.  Just a little note to say that while there is very little 

crime in Charvil, we all still need to keep our eyes and ears open to 

continue to work together in keeping Charvil a safe place and stop 

crime from becoming a problem in the future.  

I patrol the area on foot and also have a bike, patrol is carried out 

at different times and days throughout the week, so if you do see 

me say hello.                                        

I will continue to work hard and with support from the community 

keep Charvil a safe place to live in.   

Crime Figures for July  

6 Making off without payment  

3 Criminal damage  

2 Theft from motor vehicle  

1 Assault  

1 Shoplifting  

 

Chris Caldwell, 07979145036  

Charvil Village Hall 20 year celebration, May 2008  

 

The weekend began with two parties for our little residents.  Fred 

in the Shed provided great entertainment for the children as well 

as the adults in attendance.  A great time was had by all.  A huge 

thank you to Charvil Parish Council for funding the childrenôs 

parties.  

The Saturday evening party was thoroughly enjoyed by all.  The 

live music by Whoz Drivin was enjoyed judging by the number of 

people on the floor and it was good to ócatch upô with fellow 

Charvilians!  A big thank you to Cllr John Davies for taking charge 

of the event.  

 

http://www.multimap.com/maps/?hloc=GB|SU%20823815#map=51.52643,-0.81504|14|4&loc=GB:51.52643:-0.81504:14|SU 823815|SU 823815
http://www.multimap.com/maps/?hloc=GB|SU%20893693#map=51.41569,-0.71724|14|4&loc=GB:51.41569:-0.71724:14|SU 893693|SU 893693
http://www.multimap.com/maps/?hloc=GB|SU%20599804#map=51.51935,-1.13807|14|4&loc=GB:51.51935:-1.13807:14|SU 599804|SU 599804
http://www.multimap.com/maps/?hloc=GB|SU%20768571#map=51.30784,-0.89959|14|4&loc=GB:51.30784:-0.89959:14|SU 768571|SU 768571
http://www.multimap.com/maps/?hloc=GB|SU%20845422#map=51.1728,-0.79266|14|4&loc=GB:51.1728:-0.79266:14|SU 845422|SU 845422
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Thank you  

to the following who kindly donated the Village Hall 20 year  

celebration raffle prizes 

 

Mick Bicknell 

Landsend 

John Hicks 

Hare Hatch Sheeplands 

Waitrose 

Majestic Wines  

On Sunday many of the clubs who use the hall displayed work, 

photographs and activities.  A huge thank you to all those who 

took the time to do so and to those who came along to take a look.  

Thank you to all those who donated prizes for the raffle.  The local 

residents lucky to win first prize were truly overjoyed with their 

BBQ and accessories, kindly donated by Mick Bicknell.  

Overall a successful and enjoyable occasion ï once again thank you 

to all those who participated.  

Tracy Ray  
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Charvil Village Fete  

Undeterred by the bad weather and fearless of our visiting Dalek 

who, despite a number of attempts failed to exterminate 

committee members, we battled against the wind and rain and 

were rewarded by a very welcome break in the weather just as the 

fete got underway.  

The theme for the day was China, and we were treated to a display 

by a Chinese Dragon!  

The committee would like to thank all those who came along on 

the day, particularly the stall holders, entertainers, clubs and 

societies who all worked so hard to provide a variety of activities 

and entertainment.  Our thanks also go to Rt. Hon. Theresa May 

for drawing the raffle and presenting the prizes and also Elizabeth 

Home for judging the childrenôs art and craft competitions. 

Once again we were delighted with the response to the 

photography competition and would like to thank Alan Wilkes who 

had the difficult task of selecting this yearôs winners from such a 

high standard of entries.  

We are already busy planning for next yearôs fete and will once 

again be following a theme for the day; however we would 

welcome any new ideas or offers of help on the day.  

The AGM will be held on the 23 rd  October in the committee room at 

the Village Hall at 8.00pm, and you are all invited to attend and 

share your ideas.  

Thank you to the committee who survived the bad weather, 

exterminating Daleks and the ever challenging Risk Assessments!  
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Those who have been to Barn Dances organised by Sonning Church 

will have enjoyed evenings with him and his band before.  

Friday 26 th  December   Boxing Day Walk  

This yearôs Boxing Day Walk will leave from the village hall, Park 

Lane at 10.00am.  It usually takes about 1½ hours with a stop for 

wine.  There is no need to book in advance and there is no charge.   

Membership of the Charvil Village Society is open to all in Charvil ï 

a fee of £5.00 gives permanent membership for the whole house-

hold and will entitle members to cheaper entry to all our events.  

Membership also allows the Society to be active on local issues on 

behalf of the community.  For details of membership please contact 

Paul Gregory on 934 5419.  

Front Garden Competition 2008  

Judging has now been completed for this year.  The standard 

was very high and there were more entries this year.  Results 

are below:  

LARGE GARDENS  

Winner    Frank Moore  

Runner Up    Terry Smith  

Highly Commended  Kay Cohen  

SMALL GARDENS  

Winner    Vera Harris  

Runner Up    Janet Potter  

Highly Commended  June Cannon  

HANGING BASKETS AND PLANTERS  

Winner    Vera Harris  

Runner Up    Julie Eastern  

Highly Commended  Alice Wilkinson  

TALLEST SUNFLOWER CONTEST (Children)  

Judging will be done in September.  It is not too late to enter.  

Ring Margaret Gregory on 934 5419.  
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Charvil Village Hall  

 

It seems unbelievable that Charvil Village Hall was 20 years old on 

14 May, but quite right to celebrate the occasion.  I can well       

remember, with others I am sure, the Planning aspect on this 

major development, and although I do not have my Parish Council 

papers now, I think it is worth recalling the details leading up the 

Hall   being built for village use.  

Part of the agreement for the Hawthorns housing development of 

120 houses (building started in 1987) was the provision of         

adjacent land for a 2 acre recreation ground and the site for a   

Parish Hall with car park, with a major financial grant towards the 

latter projects.  On receiving this news in 1986 the Chairman of the 

Parish Council at that time, Mrs Richie Poulton, instigated the     

setting up of a separate sub -committee of Parish Council members 

to develop the whole project.  

Mike Robbins, the husband of Denny Robbins, a Parish Councillor 

had previous knowledge of developing such a project and agreed to 

chair this sub -committee.  One of the first points was to select a 

suitable architect and Mr Frank Turner was appointed to design the 

building.  Following several meetings to discuss in some detail what 

was required a plan was produced with costings.  Mr Brian Balchin, 

a Parish Councillor, was a site engineer and played a large part in 

assisting with this.  I also recall several visits were made to local 

parishes who had built their own village halls to see their facilities 

and to discuss how the places operated and costs etc.  

One of the main considerations was the total estimated amount of 

money that would be available for this project and approaches 

were made to various parties, including Wokingham District Council 

for assistance, plus of course, the amount the Parish Council would 

contribute towards this.  Most local organisations were also        

approached to enquire if they would use the new hall and for what 

purpose.  It soon became clear there were insufficient funds for a 

large hall with enough height for a badminton court which was one 

of the main items that had been asked for.  

The main contributor towards the cost of building the hall was John 

Hicks, the builder, to the tune of £80,000 plus the land.  Without 

this the scheme could probably not have proceeded.  Other 

contributions included £15,000 from the District Council, £9,000 
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from the Sports Council, £2,000 from the TV Trust plus several 

more.  Apart from building the hall, costs also needed to cover the 

car park area for around 40 cars, which was built to full planning 

standard.  

Planning permission for the hall project was finally obtained and I 

remember the architect attending several Parish Council meetings 

to discuss the progress of the building work and to answer 

Councillors comments on the facilities, also in relation to the total 

costs involved etc.  

The new Charvil Village Hall was officially opened on 14 May 1988 

by Mr Richard Audsley of TV Trust, by cutting the white ribbon 

across the doorway, also present was Major D Goddard of the 

Sports Council, John Redwood, MP for Wokingham, Mr Gareth  

Gimblett, Chairman of Berkshire County Council, Mr Leslie 

Southgate, Chairman of Wokingham District Council, Mrs Margaret    

Gimblett, District Councillor for Charvil, Mr John Hicks the builder, 

Mr Frank Turner the architect and many others.  Mrs Poulton, 

Chairman of Charvil Parish Council in her opening remarks         

expressed her thanks to all those who were concerned with the 

building of the new hall, with particular thanks to John Hicks, Frank 

Turner, Mike Robbins and past and present Parish Councillors who 

had served on the hall sub -committee.  

Finally, for the first few years I recall that Parish Councillor Mrs 

Shirley Newman took over initial responsibility for all the bookings 

at the hall which included opening and closing the building, and 

was occasionally assisted by other Councillors.  It wasnôt too long 

before the hall was fairly well booked up and financially self      

supporting.  

Bill Crane  

Parish Councillor 1985 -  1995   
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Charvil Village Society  

 

The Annual General meeting of the Society was held on Monday, 

June 2 nd  at 8.00pm.  A small group of people heard reports on the 

Societyôs activities over the past year and were presented with the 

accounts for 2007 -8.  

The Front Gardens Competition was repeated this year.  It is good 

to report that the entries were up on the last few years.  As usual 

judging took place in July and the winners will be presented with 

the Maidenhead Advertiser Trophies at the Quiz Evening on      

September 27 th  in the village hall.  For the first time winners will     

receive garden vouchers as well as their trophies.  

The Village Society was able to run a very successful tombola stall 

at this yearôs Charvil Summer Fete in spite of the unhelpful 

weather.  There was good support for much of the afternoon.  Our 

thanks go to Frazer Dennison for organising the staff for us.  

As before our annual programme of events is being distributed with 

the Village News and we are most grateful to Shirley Newman for 

enabling us to do this.  

The first four events in our winter programme (2008) are as      

follows:  

Sunday 27 th  September  Village Quiz Evening  

     Village Hall, Park Lane at 7.45pm  

This event was over - subscribed last time and early booking for 

your team or individual is advised.  All bookings should be done 

through Roger Burns (Telephone 934 5524).  You are invited to 

bring your own refreshments and drinks.  

Saturday 25 th  October   Skittles Evening with Supper  

     Village Hall, Park Lane at 8.00pm  

For information and tickets please contact Paul Gregory (Telephone 

934 5419)  

Saturday 29 th  November  Barn Dance with Supper  

     Village Hall, Park Lane at 8.00pm  

The band and caller this time will be organised by Dave Tindall.   


