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These lakes originate 
from gravel extraction 
in the 80’s to supply 
aggregates for building 
and road construction 
such as the A329  
and M4. 

The Countryside 
Service has planted  
reed beds, to provide  
vital habitat for wildlife 
such as Warblers, 
Bitterns and  
harvest mice.  

Due to the proximity 
within the Loddon 
Flood Plain water 
levels fluctuate by up 
to 3 metres. This has  
a detrimental impact 
on nesting birds as 
well as access.  

Meadows provide a 
haven for grasses and 
flowers which then 
support butterflies, 
insects and small 
mammals. This 
supports the higher 
levels of the food chain.  

The grazing of cows 
reduces nutrient 
levels and increases 
competition and 
diversity within the 
plant community. 
Grazing is a traditional 
method for meadow 
management. 

Fences are used to 
keep cattle within 
the meadows and 
predators away from 
nesting birds. This 
requires regular 
checks and 
maintenance. 

Streams and ditches 
are the ideal habitat 
for amphibians such 
as frogs and toads 
to spawn as well as 
refuge areas for small 
fish in flood conditions. 
The water is shallow 
and warm making it 
ideal for breeding. 

Angling is encouraged 
by membership on the 
lake and river. Species 
fished for are Pike, 
Bream, Carp and Tench 
in the lake while Barbel, 
Chub and Perch are 
found in the river. 

A series of circular 
routes can be found 
around the lakes, river 
and meadows. 
An ideal location for 
walking, cycling, bird 
watching and exploring 
the surrounding 
countryside. 

The river Loddon  
runs from Basingstoke  
to the River Thames 
at Wargrave passing 
through the  
Country Park. 

Paths are maintained 
within the main park 
ensuring easy access. 
Where possible paths 
are maintained as 
mown grass paths 
but in wetter areas 
surfaced paths are 
necessary. 

A meandering river 
provides a variety of 
different habitats. Deep 
holes, shallow 
areas, shaded and 
open sections all 
contribute to the variety 
of wildlife. Kingfishers 
can be seen darting up 
and down the river. 
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